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. „ ATTEMPTED IN ENGLISH 


a. By a CouNnTRY CLERGYMAN, 


e fro, to Fiſt the Sick, Jor_thas 2 make thee to l 


1 | be beloved. - Ecclus. 7, ver. 35. 

WY LES I was Sick and ye Viſited me, Mat, 25, 36. 
1 1s any Sick among you? Let him call for the Elders of the 
Church, and let them OP over _ St. Ae v. 105 
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 * However, ſome general Directiuns of this © 
Kind may not be unſerviceable. The beſt that 
I have met with are found in a little ufeſul 
Treatiſe entitled, Tractatus de Viſitatione 
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{ and good Senſe in this ſmall Chriſtian 


guage, might be of particular Service for. the 
Reaſons given by the late ingentous Mr. Boſ- 


well, in his Method of Study, Vol. 2. Page 


127, who gives the following Character of 


# : © How to perform this important Part of 
The Paſtoral Office in a proper Manner, is 
the great Difficulty : To preſcribe Rules, or @ 
Method for this Purpoſe, that ſhall anſwer 


all the Emergencies attending Sick Perſons, is 


infirmorum, &c. Authore Johanne Stearne, 
S. T. D. This Author appears to have 


ſtudied: the $ ubjet in a particular Manner, 
and to have had a maſterly Infight into the 


Infirmities of. Humanity ; be baving menti- 


oned almoſt all the Cales, and /piritual In- 
Aifpofitions, that fick' Perſons are liable to, 
and directed ſuitable Applications jor the 


Cure and Removal of them: I ſpall there- 


t Fhergfore 


CF” HERE ic fuch a peculiar Vein of Piety 
Manual, which is in very few Hauds, 


5 that I thought a plain and familiar Tranſlation 
of it out of the Latin into the Engliſh Lan- 
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ere befor * rade 7 Tre reatiſe oy I - 

and only take Notice of an Obſervation or two 

made by this judicious Aurbar, WA are Zoo 
a ru ru be omitted. 


iche Author is very J of Opinin, chat 
« Mi er of a Pariſh ought to be furniſhed 
E ſome ſhort, pathetic Diſcourſes, ſuitel 
70 the. ſeveral Tempers and Conditions of fick 
"Perſons, - with which be may be able to ad- 
dreſs them whenever an Occafion offers. . He 
. Fherefore gives us ſeveral Specimens adapted 
to the different Caſes of Sick, People, which 
muſt be uſeful Hints to young Clergymen, and 
if altered in a diſcreet Manner, as the Exi- 
gencies of the Age, and the Circumſtances of 
Perſons fhall require, cannot fail of being ex- 
tremely ſerviceable fo ons e e Jo: which 
They were intended. 
it be aſted how a Miniſter e be 
; particular Caſes of Sick Perſons, or be able 
"to make his Exhortations ſuitable to their re- 
Hective Conditions? I anſwer, by aſking them 
proper. Queſtions ; ; by enquiring into. their 
Manner of Life ; by advi Hang them to dife. 
 *urthen their © Conſciences, and if they are 
"uneaſy, t0 lay . their Grief, and declare 
the Occaſion Mit. Mben this is dane, when 
 *the Wound 1. openel in this Manner, the _ 
" Application” is eaſy; and Oil or Balſam, or or 
rougher M. edicines may be pour'd in as the 
Nature of the Dija after ſhall require.” 
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| Sat E that F weighs and 


conſiders the various Duties 

3 Þ which are required of an E- 

= 8. 5 vangelical Paſtor, or Miniſter 
LNA of 155 Goſpel, will hardly find 
any more neceſſary or "Jifficult to be per- 
formed than thoſe which ſhould bc diſ- 
charged towards ſick Perſons: Offices ſo 


grave and intereſting, that they call for the 


utmoſt Diligence and moſt conſummate 


Prudence; and if they are either wholly 


omitted, or flightly and indiſcreetly execu- 


ted, tis much to be feared that very great 


A Danger 


( 2 ) 
Danger will accrue to the Souls of thoſe 
who languiſh under bodily Diſorders. 


If I :hould therefore treat at large of this 
Part of the Sacerdotal Office, or commit 
to writing what has either occurred to me 
from my own Obſervations, or private Con- 


ferences held with others, or been collected 


from Authors, I thought I might do an 
acceptable Piece of Service to the Public 


thereby, eſpecially as I know of no pro- 


feſſed Treatiſe upon the Subject, from 
whence the moſt attentive Reader may be 
furniſhed with Directions for the due Diſ- 
charge of it. But J don't ſay this in order 
to leſſen the juſt Praiſes of others, or de- 
preciate their Labours on this Subject; on 
the contrary, I think myſelf much aſſiſted 


by them, and readily acknowledge the Ob- 


lization. And after all I would not be un- 
derſtood to warrant even this to be a com- 


pleat Work, and free from Errors and Im 


perfections ; ; for ſhould I be vain enough to 
aim at ſuch a thing, I muſt be ſenſible that 
tis far beyond my Abilities to execute it. 


My fole End in this Publication is to lay 
down ſuch Rules as may be of ſome Ulſe 


to the Clergy and Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and 


43: 


and which in particular may afford ſome 


Help to the younger or leſs experienced 
Part of them: And relying upon God's 


Bleſſing, I don't deſpair of obtaining my 


Ends. And 1 ſhall reduce thoſe Rules to 
ſeven Claſſes, —whereof 


The 1ft ſhall contain ſome Rules concerning 
certain Particulars which the Paſtor ought 
to provide himſelf with, before be under 
takes this great Work. 


2d. Shall teach thoſe Things which are neceſ- 


- fary to be performed to the jick Perſons _ 


themſelves in the Courſe of the Vijitation. 


3d. Will have an Eye to thoſe Admonitions 


which ought to * addreſſed to theſe who 
attend the Sick. 
4th. Contains Rules for viſiting thoſe with 
whom the Paſtor is not well acquainted. 
5th. Relates to thoſe who are troubled in Mind. 


6th. Points out Rules for viſiting thoſe who 


begin to recover. 
7th. Treats of thoſe who are not 1 at 
Years of Diſcretion. - 


| To which will be added, by Way of Appendix, 


the various Methods proper to be uſed m 
bringing ſuch Perſons to a Senſe, and, if 
neceſſary, to a Confeſſion of their Sins. 
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CLASS: L 
Containing ſome Rules concerning certain Par- 
ticulars which the Paſtor ought to provide 
himſelf with wy he undertakes this great 

Work. 

E who enters into Holy Orders, and 
takes upon him the Care of Souls, 
ought, in the firſt Place, to furniſh him- 
ſelf with ſome exact Catalogue of Vices, 
and oppoſite each Vice to ſet down thoſe 


Places of Scripture which expreſſly forbid 
and denounce God's Vengeance againſt it. 


By theſe Means, when he is ſent for to 


vifit a fick Man, he will very eaſily recall 
to his Memory his principal Failings or 


Tranſgreſſions, and convince him of their 
Guilt, and the Dangers that will attend 


them, (unleſs prevented by a timely and 
ſincere Repentance). And that ſuch a Ta- 
ble may be the more uſeful, let him fo 


diſpoſe and arrange the Failings, according 
to the various States of Mankind, that he 
may diſcern at one View what is peculiar to 


every Condition. For ſince every one moſt 


frequently falls into thoſe Vices, which are 
peculiar to his Way of Life, it is ver 


right and neceſſary that the Paſtor ſhould 1 


be able to point out thoſe Vices to every 
dane. 


(4 
Individual, to which W. is more liable, by 


his Buſineſs or Calling in Life. 


It were much to be wiſhed, if the Times 
would bear it, that every Miniſter would 


get a Paper Book, in which he ſhould fo 
write down the reſpective Names of each 


Pariſhioner, that one or two Leaves may 
be allotted for each Family, and under each 
Name he would regiſter each Perſon's Age 


and State of Life, and whatever Intelligence 


he may get of him, by Accident or private 
Enquiry, either worthy of Praiſe or Blame. 


He ſhould alſo mark down. all other 
Things which he thinks it will be for the 


Intereſt of his Pariſhioners for him to re- 


member ; for as by this Method he will 


be able to edify thoſe who enjoy their 


Health, by applying ſeaſonable Reproofs, 
and exhorting them to perſevere in Piety 


and good Works; ſo when he approaches 
the ſick Man, he will never be at a Loſs 
how to addreſs him in a Manner that will 
ſuit his Condition; and being certain of his 


Diſorders, he will eafily make ſuch a hap- 


Py Application as becomes a WN Phy 
ſician. 


But for Fear tick a Book ſhould fall into 
improper Hands, in remarking thoſe Things 
which 


( 46. 2) 


which merit Shame and Puniſhment, let 


him uſe a Cypher or Character peculiar to 


himſelf, leſt this Knowledge ſhould turn 2 


to the Hurt of his Brother, which he de- 
ſigned for his Good. 

Let the Miniſter alſo take Heed that he 
does not pervert and make an ill Uſe of 
theſe written Obſervarions, nor wreſt his 
private Knowledge of ſecret Faults to any 
other End, beſides ſaving of the Soul, and 


the Reformation of Morals in him whoſ 


Vices ſhall have been inſerted or noted in 
this Book. Let the Miniſter alſo collect 


from ſeveral Authors Prayers ſuitable to all 


Occaſions, if they can be found ; orlet him 
compoſe ſome himſelf occaſionally, by Way 
of Supplement to thoſe in the Form pre- 


ſcribed in the Liturgy ; and theſe I would 


have fram'd in ſuch a Manner as not only 


to be expreſſive of, and to excite a lively 
Senſe of Devotion, but alſo dexterouſſſy to 
infinuate thoſe Truths into the Minds of 


the Ignorant, and the Forgetful or Drowſy, 
which we cannot always with Decency be 
very explicit in, without giving Offence to 
their Minds, and prejudicing them againſt 
our other Counſels. 


The Paſtor at leaſt ought to get two ge- | 


neral 


— — — ͤ —— EE ES 


5 
neral Forms of Prayer, one to be put up for 
the Preſumptuous, replete with thoſe Me- 
naces, which are denounced in Scripture a- 
gainſt all immoral Actions; the other to 


be uſed for the Deſpairing: And which 


may expreſs the infinite Mercy of God in 


the very Words of Scripture. 1 
Prayers of this Sort will ſhew the Paſtor” 98 


Care and judgment, and thereby will beget 
the Love and Eſteem of his Flock, and con- 
ſequently a Regard to his Inſtructions; and 
the Novelty and Piety of his Prayers will 
give equal Satisfaction; and by the ſeaſon- 
able Doctrine which they convey, they will 
edify the Sick, and all who are preſent. 
A Miniſter alſo ſhould furniſh himſelf 
with ſome general Forms of addrefling the 
Sick, and adapted as much as poſſible to 


their ſeveral Circumſtances ; otherwiſe he 


will be at a Loſs ſometimes how to ſpeak 


to them with Propriety ; and the follow- 
ing ſeem to be ſuitable: enough for that 


Purpoſe. 


The firſt Form of addreſſing the Sick in gene- 


ral and ordinary Cafes. 
OU may be very well ſatisfied, Bro- 


ther, that Sickneſs and ſuch Kind of 
Evile 


(+) 

Evils are inflicted by God upon Mankind, 
for wiſe and falutary Purpoſes, and to do 
Good to their Souls; and therefore all 
_ ought to bear them patiently, and with be- 
coming Reſignation I beg you therefore 
to conſider with yourſelf why this Diforder 
is inflicted upon you; and that you would 
reſolve ſo to order your Manners, that they 
may correſpond with the Divine Intentions : 
And that you may be the better enabled 
and more willing to put this in Practice, I 
would remind you, that God inflicts theſe 
Diſorders upon us ſometimes to prove and 
try our Patience, and that we ought there- 
fore to bear them with a ſerene, calm, and 
ſteady Mind: At other Times, that he 
may abate our Fondneſs for the Things of 
this World : And therefore tis Part of our 
Duty to draw theſe Reflections from Sick- 
neſs, that earthly Things are not at all 
worthy of our Purſuit, and therefore we 
ought to ſet our whole Affections on Things 
above, and not on Things beneath. 

God often, if not always, afflicts us in 
order to lead us to Repentance; and 'tis 
our Duty, therefore, when God's Hand 
- toucheth or preſſeth us ſore, to be truly 
penitent for paſt Offences, to hate our for- 

| | mer 
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mer Sins, to apply ourſelyes to more whole- 
ſome Counſels, and turn our Feet unto his 
Teſtimonies. 


[La/tly, the Paſtor, as he fort t, will exhort them to 
Patience, and Contempt of the World, and true Re- 


Pentance, by Arguments *. fem Reaſon and the 


revealed Will o God. ] 


2d. If the Perſon be of ill Fame and will not 
make a voluntary Acknowledgment of his 
Offences, ave may addreſs him in this Man- 
ner. 
Come to thee, Brother, not only to pray 
to God with thee for the Health of thy 
Body, but alſo by exhorting and perſuading 


| thee to ſincere Repentance, to forward and 


promote thy eternal Salvation. And I hope 
it will not be unacceptable to thee, if to 
this End, I ſhall remind thee what Cha- 
racter other Perſons have given me of thee. 
For my own Part, I don't eaſily give Credit 
to vulgar Reports, for I know moſt of them 


to be idle and groundleſs ; but I will not 
conceal thoſe from thee which are ſpread 
abroad concerning thy Morals, for fear 
there ſhould be more Truth in them than 
I could wiſh, If thou canſt prove they are 
falſe, I ſhall have ſomething to oppoſe to 


their Calumnies for the future, and ſhall 
be 


( 10 ) 


be able to vindicate thine Innocence, which 


I fo earneſtly deſire; if I ſhall hereafter per- 
ceive it to be injured by the bitter Sayings 
of Scoffers, and the Malevolent and III- 


diſpoſed ; but if the Reports ſhould be 


true, I ſhall ſhew how much it is thy In- 
tereſt to make Haſte and become a true 


Penitent. 

[Then the Miniſter or Paſtor will declare (no Perſons 
being preſent) what Reports he has heard, and agree- 
able to the ſick Man's Anſwer, will proceed in his 
Conference with him. 


zd. If the fick Perſon be of RA Crater, 


the Miniſter may addreſs bim after this 


Manner. 


F hue dear Brother, that thoſe Reports 
are true which I have heard of you, 
that you have lived piouſly, ſoberly, and 
oithlawerbly for the Time paſt ; for then 
you can look back upon your paſt Life 
without Grief and Uneaſineſs, and rumi- 
nate with Pleaſure upon the Future; you 


can bear this Fatherly Correction of the 
Almighty with a ſteady Mind, and with 


Fortitude ſubmit to the Approaches of 
Death, as the End of all your Troubles, 


and the Gate that leadeth to eternal Life 
and Happineſs. You can calmly ſubmit. 


_ yourſelf 


* 


(18 
yourſelf to the Will of God, and with Sz. 
Paul, expect with Confidence and Aſſu- 


rance the Reward of your Conſtancy and 


Perſeverance, thro' the Merits of CHriſt. But 


if you are conſcious to yourſelf of private 


Offences, which are concealed from others, 


know certainly, that it will not profit you 
that others think and ſpeak well of you, 
for God, when he ſhall come to judge the 


World, will not pronounce his final Sen- 


| tence according to the fickle Opinions of 


Men, but according to his own Knowledge 


and unerring Wiſdom, whereby he moſt 


certainly and infallibly knows all Things, 
paſt, preſent, and to come ; and according 
to the Teſtimony of every one's Conſcience, 


which will be then more than a thouſand Mit- 


neſſes, to acquit or condemn him as to what 


his Actions have been in this World. In 
this, therefore, you mult take more than 


ordinary Pains, that you may make God 
your Friend, and quiet your Conſcience by 


a timely and ſincere Repentance. And if 


your Repentance be true and ſeaſonable, God 


will moſt certainly blot out all your former 
Sins, thro' the Merits of our bleſſed Savi- 


our, and make you at Peace with yourſelf. 


[ith Regard to the Reft, the Miniſter will be ſurniſh- 


ed with proper Topicks.of Diſcourſe from the Anſwers 


ne Hall have received from the ſick Perſon,] 
BAA 4th. Hou 
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4th. How a Minifter ought to behave himſelf 
to a fick Perſon of another Communion. 

I Don't know, Brother, whether my Viſit 

will be acceptable to you or not, for 


ſince I am of a different Communion, per- 
haps you may ſuſpect that I ſhall inveigh 


_ againſt the Tenets of your Religion, but 


don't be afraid of that, for tho' I wiſh that 
you and all others who walk unconcernedly 


in the dangerous Paths of Errors, would 


return without Delay into the ſafe Road of 
Truth; yet it ſeems very inconſiſtent to 
raiſe Controverſies with ſick Perſons, and 


diſpute with them about controverſial Points, 
or, it may be, Things indifferent. 


But no one will deſervedly blame me, nor 
will you have any Reaſon to be angry with 
me, if I adviſe you in a friendly Manner to 
do thoſe Things which all Perſons think 
to be a Duty incumbent on a ſick Perſon, 
and which you cannot omit without the 


Loſs of your Soul, nor even put off for an 


Hour without the utmoſt Danger; nor in- 
deed did J viſit you upon any other Ac- 


count, than to have a Conference with you 


about the eſtabliſhed Duties of all Chri- 


ſtians, and to exhort you to Repentance, 


allowed 


- * 
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„ 
allowed on all Hands to be neceſſary to all 
Men. 88 
Having premiſed theſe, let the Miniſter proceed to ex- 

Plain the Nature of Repentance, to teach the Neceſſity 
of it, and to urge him by the ſtrongeſt Arguments to 
Practiſe it. And the Viſitor will diſcover, from the 
Anſwers of the ſick Perſon himſelf, what other Things 
it becomes him to ſay.] 
5th. In what Manner the Clergy are to ad- 
_ dreſs the Rich in Sickneſs, 
Rother, God hath pour'd down upon 
you a large Share of the good Things 
of this World, and therefore it is your Du- 


ty to bear patiently thoſe Evils he hath in- 


flicted upon you. And that you may con- 
ſider your preſent Sickneſs as a Mark of 


Divine Goodneſs, know that thoſe Afflicti- 


ons are medicinal, and have their Uſe; and 
though they are bitter at preſent, yet they 
tend to your Good ; for they will teach 
you the Vanity and Uncertainty of all 
Things ; and how unworthy of our Aﬀec- 
tion thoſe Things are, which we are ſo fond 
of, when they cannot ſooth our Pain, nor 
afford you the leaſt Comfort in your ex- 


treme Neceſſity. Sickneſs will teach you 


that you muſt one Day part with your 


Riches, and muſt give a ſtrict Account of 
all the Talents committed to your Truſt 


here : 


„ 
here: And therefore all prudent Perſons 
will ſo order their worldly Affairs in their 


Life- time, that they may not prejudice 


their Happineſs in the other World. 

And hence, Brother, you will learn, if 
you have broken the Laws of Juſtice or 
Charity, in heaping up or keeping your 
Riches, not only to beg God's Pardon in a 
moſt humble Manner, but to fix your Re- 


flections and Heart at length on Heavenly 


Things, and to ſhew your ſteady Conver- 
ſion of Soul, by exerciſing yourſelf in the 
Works of Juſtice, Mercy, and Charity, ac- 
cording to your Power and Ability, both 


now, and as long as God ſhall give you 
Life and Opportunity. 


6th. Which may be uſed towards tbe fick Poor. 


Perceive, my Brother, that you have 
not obtained worldly Riches, and there- 
fore J hope you have moſt earneſtly fought 


after the more durable and laſting Ones of 


the other World, and that you have laid 


up Treaſures in Heaven ; for bad Fortune 


could not hinder you from acquiring theſe 
latter, nay, the Wants you have ſtruggled 
with were rather ſerviceable to you, to ſet 
your Defires and Affections ſtronger on 

Heavenly 


(36-3 
Heavenly Things: For this Cauſe, I pre- 
ſume, God impoſed this Trial upon you. 
I hope you have been free from all Envy, 
Impatience, or Diſtruſt, and lived content- 
ed with your Lot, and that you can chear- 
fully ſubmit yourſelf, and all your Con- 
cerns, to the Providence of God. And be 
not in the leaſt grieved or caſt down, if 
you ſhould in a ſhort Time leave your Wife, 
or your Children, or any other Relations, 
in Want of Riches or Friends, ſince you 
may reſt aſſured, that God, who hath pro- 
vided for you hitherto, will afterwards pro- 
vide for them, and will give to each of 
them whatever is neceſſary and expedient for 
them, provided they do not obſtruct his 
good Intentions towards them by their own 
Miſbehaviour. „„ 
7th. To be uſed with thoſe who are aged. 

Rother, you have lived many Years, 
and it is not reaſonable for you to de- 
fire or expect to prolong your Life to a far- 
ther Date. What remains now your only 
Care, is to he ready and prepared for Death, 
which can't be far off, that you may be 
ready to give up an Account to God of ſuch 
a long Courſe of Time. I hope you have 

à long Time thought of Death as * 
and; - 
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1 
Hand; that you have employed your lei- 


ſure Hours in Prayers and ſacred Medita- 
tions, and have taken the utmoſt Care of 


your Soul's Health; and therefore nothing 
further remains fo me to adviſe, than that 


you will perſevere and bring to an happy 
Iſſue what you have fo well begun. 
And this I adviſe you, becauſe you can- 


not ſafely entertain an Opinion, that what 
you have done hitherto is all the Duty re- 


quired of you, for whilſt God ſhall ſee fit 
to ſpare your Life, you muſt bewail your 
youthful Follies, and continually aſk Par- 


don for them ; you muſt ſtudiouſly fortify 


your Mind againſt any pleafing Remem- 
brance of them, and arm yourſelf againſt 


all thoſe Vices which chiefly and inſenſibly 
 fteal on upon Old Age, which are, amongſt 


others, Moroſeneſs and Avarice, Perviſhneſs 
and an immoderate Love of Money. 


0 8 th. A Form to be uſed with a younger Perſon. 


Oung Men are accuſtomed, Brother, 
to promiſe themſelves long Health, 


and very ſeldom entertain any ſerious 
Thoughts of Death : But that Sickneſs 
you now labour under may teach you that 
even thoſe are not free from Diſeaſes or ſe- 
cure from Death, and therefore ſuch ought 
to 


Ti 1} 
to live as if they were to die in a few Days, 
and will moſt certainly give an Account of 
all their Actions at a Time uncertain to 
them. Whether you have ſo lived, God 
knows, and your own Conſcience ; tis not 
my Province to accuſe you, nor is it agree- 
able for me to do it: Yet I exhort you to | 
recolle& and call yourſelf to Account how i | 
you have behaved, and that you would ſin- 1 
cerely beg Pardon of God for your paſt 9 
Sins with a truly contrite Heart, and that 
you would fortify your Mind againſt all 3 
thoſt Saris for the future... | 
| [Then let the Miniſter mention thoſe Vices to which young | 
| Perſons are moſtly inclined, as Experience ſhews us. 


Rother, you are ſhortly to undergo a 
violent and ſcandalous Death, which, 
however, is attended with manyBenefits, that 
ſeldom accompany a natural One. You 
foreſee your own Diſſolution, and now your 5 
Senſes are entire, you can ſet about this i 
momentous Work of Repentance, and pre- | 
pare yourſelf properly for your approach- 
ing End. God grant that you may attempt 
or ſet about this with all your Might, in 1 
Proportion to the ſhort Space that is allow- of 
— 5 e ed 1 


| 
9th. For One that is condemned to die. i 
; 
| 
| 
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ed you for it. Remember the Thief on. 
the Croſs obtained Salvation, becauſe he 
ſeriouſly repented of all his evil Deeds, and 
do not doubt but you ſhall obtain Pardon 
of a moſt gracious God if your Repentance 
be true and fincere. If you hate the Sins 
which you have formerly committed, and 
are really forry that you have offended and 
diſpleaſed God thereby; if you fincerely 
love God's Statutes, and with a ſerious In- 
tention of recovering his Favour are firmly 
reſolved to obſerve them all for the Time 
to come; if having humbly aſked Forgive 
neſs of God and Men, you have made Sa- 
tis faction to thoſe whom you have injured 
to the beſt of your Power, reſtoring to 
them what you had unjuſtly taken, and la- 
bour to repair any Injuries done to the 
Public, by diſoovering the Partners of that 
Crime for which you are condemned to 
die; if you ſhall have faithfully performed 
theſe and other ſuch like Duties, you will 
in great Meaſure wipe off that Diſgrace 
thrown upon you, you will render God pro- 
pitious, and may hope for everlaſting Sal- 
vation, thro' the infinite Mercies of 'Chrift, 
whey elſe 72 have no-Room to. en ; 

* | 
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Toth. Form to be uſed when he vifitsa Stranger. 


D utter Stranger to me, nor do I know 
how you have ſpent the Days that are paſt, 


therefore, unleſs by your own Interroga- 


tories and voluntary Confeſſions you fur- 
niſh me with ſuitable Matter of Diſcourſe, 
I can only give Advice in general: And 
now I ſhall preſcribe no other than what 1 
would gladly embrace myſelf if I was in 


2 7 


your weak Condition. 

I exhort, therefore, that you would look 
back upon your paſt Life, and weigh it in 
the Balance of the Sanctuary: Recall to 
your Memory, to the beſt of your Power, 
what Offences you have committed againſt 
God, your Neighbour, or yourſelf; conſi- 


der how often you have repeated each Par- 


ticular, and impartially weigh the aggra- 
ating Circumſtances of their Guilt, En- 
quire diligently whether you committed 
thoſe Offences deliberately, againſt the Ad- 
vice of your Paſtor, and the Remonſtran- 
ces and Checks of your Conſcience ; and 
then confider ſeriouſly how fooliſh, baſe, 


and ungrateful it is to fin againſt the infi- 


nite Power and Goodneſs of God; and 
then heartily confeſs your Unworthineſs 


C2 with 


a Rother, beloved in Chrift, you are an 


ORF... 

with all Humility, and humbly, Ty: 
God, that for the infinite Merits of his 
only on he would forgive you all your paſt 
Cffences, and imploring his Help againſt 
each of them, make firm and ſtedfaſl Re- 
ſolutions to perſiſt in your Duty; and for 
the more effectual performing of this, call 
in the Advice of ſome intimate and dear 
Friend, and beg him, by the ſacred Tie of 
antient Friendſhip, and ety Love of God, 
that he would now aſſiſt you, that he would 
refreſh and rub up your Memory, as well 
by kindly admoniſhing you of the particu- 
lar Faults he hath obſerved in your Con- 
duct ; as by rehearſing to you diſtinctly a Ca- 
talogue of Vices in general; that he would 
endeavour to increaſe your Piety, as well 
hy his ſober and frequent Conferences, as 
by reading the Holy Scriptures to you, and 
other Books, which either judiciouſly treat 
of your former Sins, or clearly explain the 
Nature, Neceſſity, and Power of Repent- 
ance, or the Four Laſt Things, Death, 
Jagen. Heaven, and Hell. 1 15 


To the Foregoing may be added aue | 
Forms, ſuited to particular Caſes or Acci- 
_ dents; e. gr. If any One ſhould receive a 

mortal Wound in a Duel, or ſhould lay 
violent 


0-4 
violent Hands upon bimſelf, or ſhould be 
in Hanger of Po in. Child-Bed, by ha- 


ving the Fœtus ſtifled in the Womb, or 34 


any! 'other Accident or Miſcarriage. - 


The Miniſter ſhould be prepared with 
theſe Forms of addreſſing the Sick; not that 
I would undervalue the Form preſcribed in 
the Order for the Viſitation of the Sick in the 
Book of Common-Prayer, for I am ſenfible 
the Whole is.compoſed and drawn up with 
that Judgment and Piety as to excell all 
Other that I have ſeen, and therefore I can- 
not hope to equal, much leſs exceed it, and 
would blame thoſe who in general do not 


uſe it. And as Dr. DopwELL, obſerves, 
© in his late pious and judicious Treatiſe 


« on this Subject, thoſe few Collects pro- 
« vided in our Liturgy for this Service are 
ſo excellent a Pattern, that they are the 


40 happieſt who can beſt *imitate them, 
« where particular Caſes are there provi- 


« ded; for theſe Prayers claim and deſerve 
«the Preference both on Account of their 
45 Authority and their Excellency. The 
« Uſe of all Devotions of this Kind are and 
4. muit be diſcretionary, and much muſt 
* after all be left to the Judgment of the 
« \-prodent! Paſtor in the he en of 

*© them. 


41 
ve) n Different Forms will in this, as 
in all other Caſes, more or leſs ſuit Bar 
«© Mind of different Perſons, arid when 
* once Experience has taught us which 
64 Sort of Devotions ſeem moſt to affect the 
« Sufferers whom we attend, and whom 
te we deſire to aſſiſt and improve, we ſhall 
«© need no other or bettet Lnekkian in the 
0 Ros of them.” | 
9 * © © . 
Let all 8 hays whe Cure of Souls often 
adviſe the People committed to their Charge, 
in private Conference, or in their public 
Diſcourſes, that every One take Care to 
ſend for che Paſtor in the Beginning of his 
Sickneſs ; ; for when the Diſorder increaſes, 
they are generally incapable of Advice, 
fince the Mind is much affected with the 
Diſorders of the Body. The People there- 
fore ſhould be made July ſenſible, that in 
their Sickneſs tis proper they ſhould call 
in ſome Miniſter of God's Word in Seaſon, 
for that their Prayers and Counſel do not 
haſten Death, (which is too commonly, 
tho fooliſhly imagined,) but by promoting 
true Repentance, are the Means, under 
| God, of removing the Diſorder, and of 
profonging their Lives. And Men are 
| | therefore 


. . | 
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therefore the more earneſtly, to be perſua- 
ded to ſend for their Paſtor in; the Time of 
Sickneſs: Becauſe many, eſpecially, of the 
poorer Sort, refrain from calling in the 
Aſſiſtance of their Miniſter, for Fear they 
ſhould be i impertinent and troubleſome. 


But becauſe it ſometimes happens, that 
thro' the Fault of the fick Man, or: Negli- 
gence of his Friends, the Miniſter is: not: 
ſent for in Scaſon; it is his bounden Duty 
to make very frequent Inquiries about the 
Health and Welfare of his Flock; and to 
give Orders to the Pariſh Clark or Sexton, 
or Door-keeper, to acquaint him with the 
Sickneſs of his Pariſhioners; and when he 
knows of any One's IIIneſs, to go to him 
voluntarily, without being ſent for, ſince 
he ought to embrace all Occaſions of doing 
Good to his Flock, and to catch every 
proper Seaſon of Addreſs, ſome of which 
generally attend a State of Sickneſs. None 
therefore who has the Care of Souls will 
ſhun this Work and Labour of Loye ; be- 
cauſe his Pariſhioners are obliged to ſend 
for him when ſick, Fly ab to St. James's 
Direction, CLF. | One among you 
i fick, let him nd 4 £4 Elders of the 
Church, that they may Pray over * or 
rom 


( 44 ) 
from a Fear that if he ſhould intrude him- 
ſelf voluntarily and abruptly, his - Viſit 
would not be welcome and acceptable, and 
he ſhould defeat the good Intention of it 
to the ſick Perſon: Nay, that he may not 
ſeem to feign Excuſes; or ſeek a Pretence $ 
for his Lazineſs, at leaſt he will pay a ſin- 6 
gle Viſit to the dick of his own! cee | 
and if he ſhall perceive that he is not wel- 
come, nor likely to do any Good with the 
fick Perſon, then the Miniſter may ſtay 
away without any ins of een, or n eb. 
ligence of the Sick. 11 ; 


Hitherto we have ſhewn how the Paſtor | 
or Curate ought to be furniſhed or provi- 
| ded himſelf, to enable him to ſet about this 
| important Work of viſiting the Sick, and. 
perform it with Prudence and Advantage; 
I ſhall now proceed to ſhew what Duties 
he ought to perform towards the ſick Pa- 
tients themſelves, in the Courſe of his Vi- 
fitation. And they are theſe which follow. 
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| cL A 8 8 II. 
7 1 g Ys Things which are neceſſary to 


be performed to the fick Perſons Ybemſetves, 


in the Courſe of the Viſitation. 


firſt to the ſick Perſon, to ſhew his 
Sympathy and ' Concern for him by his 
Words, and affectionately to aſk him about 
the Nature of his Sickneſs, of its Symp- 
toms, and how long it has continued upon 
him; for as theſe are Marks of Love and 
Benevolence, ſo they will render his Coun- 
ſel and Advice the more acceptable. 


The Miniſter or Paſtor will then hint, 


that he hopes the ſick Man will ſubmit 
his Will to the Divine Will, and, as it be- 


comes a dutiful Child, that he will pati- 


ently bear the Correction of his Heavenly 
Father, which, altho' it may ſeem heavy, 
yet is far beneath his Deſerts ; and though 
it is commonly reckoned amongſt Calami- 


ties, yet it will turn to his Good, if he 


ſhall bear it with a calm and ſteady Mind; 
which, finally, (as all other Afflictions are) 
is ſent by God to prove and exerciſe his 


Patience. He may moreover add, that Im- 

patience will not relieve, but aggravate the 

Eri for M e is the more galling to 
D every 


VIE Miniſter ought, when he comes 
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every One, in Proportion as he bears it 


with an unwilling Mind. 


The Miniſter will next * Te the 1 
tient that the Event of Sickneſs is very un- 


certain, and therefore that he ſhould not ſo 
deſpair of Nee as to caſt off all Care 
of his Body, or flight 


and deſpiſe thoſe Me- 


dicines which might remove the Evil nor, 


on the contrary, entertain ſuch Hopes, as 
to preſume to promiſe himſelf another Sea- 
ſon of Repentance, or think it ſafe to put 


off that one Thing needful, the Care of the 
Soul, even for a Day. 


Next let him fall upon his be” Te 


11. to God for the Sick, according to the 


orm preſcribed in the Liturgy; and then 


riſing from Prayets, let him proceed, after 


ſome ſhort Interval, to that Addreſs in the 


Book of Common- Prayer, or if he thinks 
25505 to ſome other F orm, ſuch as we 
ave deſcribed above. 


Having ended his general Addreſs, let 
him ſhew how impoſſible it is to | pleaſe 
God without Faith , and therefore how 


nearly! it concerns Hery Perſon to give Proof 


of 
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* But here it muſt be noted} that Faith in the Scriptures, on whith 
ſo great a Streſs is laid, is not only a firm Belief of the Being of 
and of all the fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, but i jo at 
the ſame Time a vital operative Principle, which puriveth the Heart, 


And is 3 of Good Works. 


699 ) 
of his Faith, and to enquire into the Truth 
and Sincerity of it, 


And for this good Purpoſe, let the Mi- 
niſter rehearſe clearly and diſtinctly all the 


Articles of the Apoſtles Creed or Chriſtian 


Faith, and according to the Direction of 


our Church, examine the fick Perſon in 


each Article, whether he heartily aſſents 


to it, and if he finds him wavering in any 


one of them, let him endeavour to confirm 


and ſtrengthen him in the Belief of it. 


Amongſt the Articles of our F aith ſome 


are fo fundamental, that Perſons can't be 


wholly ignorant of them, or doubt of their 


Truth, without Hazard of their Salyation. 


Therefore as to thoſe, the Paſtor muſt at 
leaſt endeavour that the ſick Man viſited 
ſhould rightly underſtand them, and yield 


a firm and hearty Aſſent to them; nor let 
him inſiſt lightly upon this Topic with any 
; One, becauſe he has been a conſtant Fre- 
yo of the Church for a long Space of 

ime.. For it often ariſes from the Want 


of ſeaſonable Inſtruction, that many Per- 
ſons, of an advanced Age, neither under- 
ſtand Things neceſſary to be known, nor 


aſſent to thoſe which are necefſary to be 
believed. 
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But perhaps it will be prudent and con- 
venient to take other Steps with thoſe who 
have. more Skill and Judgment, or think 
well of themſelves; and if they ſeem to 
want any clearer or more explicit Know- 

| ledge of the Articles of Faith, to treat 
them according to the wiſe Rules of Jobn 
Polance, in order to give them a clearer Per- 
ception of them, either by Way of Recom-. 
mendation, or Oblation, or Prayer, or by 
Thankſgivings, or raiſing their Hopes and 
Expectations, vis. By admoniſhing the 
ſick Perſon that he would recommend him- 
ſelf to the ever- bleſſed Trinity, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; the Paſtor 
dictating for him': 0 the Father, as the | 
Creator of all Things, Viſible and Inviſi- 
ble; to the Son, as proceeding from the 
= ather by eternal and ineffable Generation,. 
' as being ſent into the World in Time for 
the Salvation of all Men, as being concei- 
ved by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
born Man of the Virgin Mary, as having 
ſuffered, been dead and buried, riſen again, 
and aſcended into Heaven, as fitting there 
at the Right Hand of God, and at length 
to come to judge the Quick and the Dead, 
and to render to every One according to his 
Works, either derne Life, or eternal Mi- 
uy 


({. 9: ) 

ſery : And, laſtly, that he recommend him- 
fol to the Holy Ghoſt, as proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, and enlivening ther 
one Holy and Catholick Church. 


Let the Sick be inſtructed, I fas, (the 
Form being varied according to the Occa- 
ſionz) at one Time to recommend themſelves 
to them, at another to offer themſelves un- 
to them, ſometimes to entreat them, and 
then to give Thanks to them, and ſome-, 
times to place their Hopes in them, always, 
recapiti ating. of, making expreſs Mention' 
of the Myſteries of our Holy Faith, as con- 
1 in the Scriptures, upon 1 Occa- q 
ion. NVU„VEiln | 


Next the Paſtor f point out the Ne- 
ceſſity of true Repentance, and convince. 
the ſick Perſon, by Arguments drawn from 
Scripture, that this will render the greateſt: 
Sinners capable of the Divine Mercy. And 
| becauſe it'is much to be ſuſpected that moſt 
Perſons are ignorant of the Nature of true 
Repentance, it muſt be moſt carefully ex- 
plained, and the greateſt Part of ſick Per- 
ſons ſhould be inſtructed, that true Repent- 
ance is a reſolved Converſion of Mind, from 
Evil to Good, founded in the Love of God, 


and manifeſted by a careful avoiding of every 
Vice, 
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Examination, and a Method which he can 
SET TY | | | 


( 
Vice, and by a diligent and ſteady Practice 
of all Chriſtian Virtues. Next he will ex- 
hort them to an accurate and ſtrict Exami- 


nation of their paſt Life, and plainly and 


affectionately ſhew them how neceſſary this 
is to beget true Repentance. And for the 
better Performance of this, he will adviſe 
the ſick Perſon. to read oyer with Attention 
1 — Catalogue of Sins, or give earneſt 
Tecd to another Perſon who ſhall diſtin&- 
ly rehearſe it to him; and in reſpect to any 
Vice, to conſider ſeriouſly with himſelf 
whether he has committed ſuch an Offence 
any Time; for it is not ſafe or adviſea- 
ble for any Perſon, in a Matter of ſuch vaſt 


Moment, to truſt wholly to his own Me- 


mory, and deſpiſe outward Means and Aſ- 
ſiſtance: It will be therefore incumbent 


uponlevety faithful Miniſter of Chrill, of- 


ten to admoniſh the ſick Man of this, and 
alſo to aſſiſt him to the Beſt of his Power, 
by repeating to him the Decalogue or ten 
Commandments, and ſtrictly and accurate- 
ly remarking to him the Sins they forbid; 


and 1 ſhould preſer this latter Method to 
the former, in numberleſs Caſes almoſt; 


becauſe this will teach every common and 
ordinary Perſon the eaſieſt Way of Self- 


. ule 
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uſe at his Leiſure, when he is deprived of 


all other Human Aſſiſtance. The Mini- 


ſer will likewiſe adviſe and exhort the ſick 


Penitent to look into the general and par- 
ticular State of his Soul, that he may ſee 


his Offences, together with their ſeveral - 
Aggravations. And becauſe the End and 


Defign of this Inquiry is no other than to 


humble his Mind before God; than to 


make him hate and lament his former be- 


loved Vices, and implore the Divine Mer- 
cy and Forgiveneſs, and to induce him to 


reſolve againſt the like Errors for the Fu- 
ture: Let him therefore exhort the ſick 


Perſon immediately thereupon to own his 


Unworthineſs, and moſt humbly confeſs 


and bewail his paſt Sins, that he may ob- 
tain Pardon of God for them ; and laſtly, 


firmly to reſolve with himſelf to abſtain 
from all ſuch for the future, to the beſt of 


his Power.— And becauſe it will unavoid- 


ably happen, after the moſt accutate Search, 


that ſome Faults will lie conceal'd, let the 
Paſtor alſo admoniſh-him/ to beg of God 


with the Plalmiſt, t be purged and clean ſed 


r — Jecret- or hidden F ants. 
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bimſelf in in his Health, when the Com- 


1 9 4 is retired, expreſſing his Love for 


im, let him diſcourſe in particular of 


thoſe, and let him ſtir up the guilty Man's 


Reſolutions A nate (particular Crime. 


Let him alſo. acquaint kim. with the 


Means, as well as the End of ſuch Reſo- 


lutions, and let him adviſe him i in the moſt 
friendly Manner, never to forget, but to 
adhere firmly to his Purpoſe of purſuing 
. thoſe Meaſures, which tend to eſtabliſh his 
wiſe Intentions, and. carefully: ſhun thoſe 


which are apt to weaken and unbend them; 


for he that neglects the one, or indulges 
the other, has no. more Reaſon to hope 
that he ſhall attain his Purpoſe, than that 


Man has to ex dect he ſhall become Learn- 


ed, who never h Fine to the e 
of Letters. 


The Paſtor ought- likewiſe. to matinticn 
thoſe Things which manifeſtly tend to 


make us ſtedfaſt and reſolute in Piety and 
a good Life: Such are rig pe s | 
of God, juſt Notions of the Nature of Vir- 
tues and Vices, and en Meditation 

of Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell; 
Diligence in our Callings, frequent Prayer, 
and 1 Society of good ear 3-2 religious 
ur Adherence 
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Adherence to all our innocent Purpoſes, 
though about Things of leſs Importance, 
and a daily renewing of all our holy and 
good Relolutions. It will do us much 
Good allo to obſerve car refully thoſe Things 


which are apt to lead us intq any Crimes, 


of which Sort are Idleneſs, the Converſa- 


tion of wicked Men, that wavering and in- 


ſtability of Mind, whereby we fall off 
from our innocent Purpoſes without Scru- 
ple, and that Taſh Preſumption by which 
ws throw ourſelves into Dangers, and need- 


lefly raſh into thoſe Temptations which 


we ought to ſhun with the utmoſt Caution, 


In the next Place let the Paſtor exhort 
and earneſtly perſuade him to receive the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and pre- 
pare himſelf accordingly, and get ſome of 
his Eriends to receive with him. Let the 
Miniſter enquire of the Sick whether he 


has ever received the Sacrament before. 


For if this is the firſt Time, the Nature, 
Neceflity, and Efficacy of it ought to be ex- 
plained to him, and he ought to be fully 
inſtructed in what Manner he may beſt pre- 
pare himſelf for a due Reception of “ this 
Feaſt of Love and Charity.” In the next 
Place, let him at large perſuade him to 
make Reſtitution to his Neighhour for any 
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Tnjuries and Wrongs he has done him ; for 


as moſt People think leaſt of thoſe Things 


in Time of Health, therefore it is the more 


needful to admoniſh them thereof in their 
Sickneſs, and at the ſame Time to acquaint 


them what Satisfaction they ought to make 


for every Kind and Degree of Injuries. And 
in order to induce the fick Penitent to re- 
ſtore his ill- gotten Goods the more wil- 
lingly, let it be recommended to his ſerious 


Confideration that all Things will in a ſhort 


Time be taken from him, and eſpecially 


ill-gotten Things will ſhamefully vaniſh a- 


way, that they will not prove laſting to his 


Heirs and Succeſſors; nay, will rather in- 
tail a Curſe upon them, 'and expoſe them 


to- eternal Damnation ; and though 'they 


ſhould greatly profit them without any Ha- 


zard of future Miſchief, yet it favours of 
the greateſt Folly and Madneſs for a Man 
do expoſe himſelf to endleſs Miferies, that 
any ungrateful Heirs may Wy; a fleeting 
tranſitory Pleaſure. 


/ 


And fince there can be no greater 17511 
than what is done to the Souls of our 


Neighbours, when they are tempted to 


commit any Evil; with reſpect to the Re- 
paration neceffary i in ſuch Caſes, the Paſtor 
e to ſay ſomething particular; and the 

fick 


n 
ſick Man ſhould be ſtirred up to exhort 
thoſe whom he has by any Means enticed 
or drawn into Sin, to a ſteady and ſincere 
Repentance; and to do what lies in his 
Power to bring them to it. Let the Mi- 
niſter therefore adviſe him, that if they 
live near him, he would ſend privately to, 
and confer with them; or, if they are at 
a Diſtance, that he would ſignify to them 
by Letter, or ſome faithful Friend, that 
by God's Fatherly Correction he is happily 
reſtored to a better Mind; that he now 
thoroughly hates all the Impieties of his paſt 
Life, and now grieves, from his Soul, not 
only that he ever raſhly committed them, but 
that he ever tempted Them to be Partakers 
in his Guilt; that he now begs and ſeri- 
_ ouſly entreats Them, that they would con- 
ſult and provide for their eternal Salvation 
in Time; that they would at length re- 
nounce all their Sins, and eſpecially thoſe 
to which he had either induced them, by 
his bad Example, mad Counſels, or any 
other vile Perſuaſion; that he is fully con- 
vinced of the Malignity and huge Danger 
of them, and is alſo duly perſuaded that 
he muſt give an Account to God not only 
for his own: Offences, but alſo thoſe of 
others, which were committed by the In- 
e WS . _ Hence 
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fluence of his bad Gern. and there- 
fore that he cannot depart this Life with a 

quiet Mind or Conſcience, unleſs with his 
laſt Breath he ſhould firſt exhort them to 
a ſeaſonable Repentance and Amendment, 
and, as far as lay in his Power, ſecure 
them from that Death due to their Crimes, 
and render them capable of a better Life. 
And ſince the Generality of Mankind par- 


take of other Men's Sins in ſome Reſpect 


or other, at leaſt by the Neglect of giving 
them friendly Correption or Reproof; it 


becomes all, eſpecially thoſe whoſe Diſſolu- 


tion draweth near, to exhort all thoſe who 
vilit them to true Repentance, and the ſc- 
rious Practice of Piety in eneral ; and 1 in- 
deed to make this genera Gatiskackion for 
that general Injury, which flows from ſuch 
Neglect, all Perſons who are dangerouſly 


ill may be very properly admoniſhed. 


The Curate or Miniſter ſhould alſo ad- 


moniſh the ſick Perſon not only to aſk Par- 
don for his own Offences from Men, but 
alſo to forgive thoſe who have offended 
him, and ſhew what Sort of Forgiveneſs is 
neceſſary, that he may obtain Forgiveneſs 
at the Hands of God. For ſome being ex- 
horted to forgive their Debtors in general, 

entertain falſe and dangerous Notions 1 

this 


N 
this Matter, and think they have done e- 
nough, if they declare their Forgiveneſs of 
them in Words, though in the mean Time 
there lutks a ſecret Reſolution within their 
Breaſt of taking their Revenge if they ſhall 
recover, and ever have it in their Power: 
On the other Hand, others think they muſt 


even recede from their Right, and fo blot. 


out the Memory of Affronts from their 
Mind, as never to think of them after- 
wards, if they would forgive their offend- 
ing Brethren, as required. 


The Paſtor may ſometimes add other 
Prayers to thoſe appointed in the publick 
Liturgy, as he ſhall judge expedient to the 
State of the Sick, and thereby he will pru- 
| dently inſtruct the ſick Perſon, and thoſe 
who attend and are with him, in the re- 
ſpective Duties required of them upon the 
Occaſion, by praying to God expreſlly, 
that they may all and each of them per- 


form thoſe Things, which at that ne 


we required of them all. 


If Death ſeems to be nearly approaching, 
he mult fortify the Mind of the Sick a- 
fene all unreaſonable Fears of Death; and 


ſhould: be repreſented to him as the End 


of all his Troubles, and the Gate that will 
bring 
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bring all thoſe to eternal Happineſs, who 


give ſincere Tokens of true Repentance. 


As to Thoſe, the Sincerity of whoſe Re- 


pentance there is no juſt Reaſon to doubt 
of, the Miniſter may pronounce Abſolution 
upon them, if they earneſtly defire it. And 
to prevent any Miſconception, the Nature 


of it ought generally to be explain'd,- And 


(accordingly) it may be repreſented as Ab- 
ſolute (and Compleat) with reſpect to thoſe 
Offences, which have given Scandal to the 


Church. And with regard to all others, 


as Authoritative, and ſuch as by the Grace 
of God will be effectual to Thoſe who are 
ſincere Penitents. - 


He who has the Cure of Souls, ſhould 
always remember, that ſick Perſons muſt 
be differently dealt with, according to their 


various Tempers and Diſpoſitions ; for to 


_ thoſe who have entertained ill- grounded 


Hopes of future Happineſs, the Juſtice of 
God ſhould be explained, and thoſe heavy 


Threatnings which God has denounced a- 


gainſt all Sin and Wickedneſs are to be 


warmly inculcated, and the Terrors of a 
future Judgment, and the Pains of Hell, 
are to be repreſented in the livelieſt Man- 
ner poſſible. But as to the ſick TOs 

wag 
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who is of a truly contrite Spirit, and groans 


under the heavy Burthen of his Sins, 515 


Wa mu be oothed wih n Greet 


Conference concerning God's Mercy; and 
thoſe Places of Scripture are to be explain- 
ed for his Comfort, in which God promi- 


ſes Pardon to truly penitent Sinners. Let 


his Memory be refreſhed with the Merits 
of his Saviour, let him be encouraged to 


place his Hope in hem, and to be calm 
and compoſed. And here let ſuch Trea- 
<« tiſes be recommended to his Peruſal, as 
„will beſt ſupply him with thoſe Paſſages 
of Scripture, which are applicable to his 
* preſent Condition and Circumſtances.” 


If the fick Perſon viſited be a Parent, he 


muſt be exhorted to bleſs and give religious 


Advice to his Children, eſpecially if he is 
near Death ; for the Counſels of a dying 


Parent will make a deeper Impreſſion upon 
the Minds of his Children, and will avail. 
more with them than his Advice in Time 
of Health. If a Servant be viſited, let 


him be moved to diſcoyer if he knows any 


Plots or bad Deſigns of his fellow Servants, 

entered into againſt the Intereſt of his Ma- 
ſter or Miſtreſs. If the Perſon be poor, 
and wants Neceſſaries, the Miniſter ought. 
to relieve him to the beſt of his Power, 


and 
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and either give him ſome of his own Mo- 
ney, or, if he cannot afford it, beg ſome 


of the Rich, who are better able to affiſ 
i 


Let the Miniſter exhort the ak Pere 
when Neceſſity requires it, to ſettle and 
_ diſpoſe his Worldly Affairs, leſt they be- 
ing unſettled, ſhould diſturb his Mind, and 
withdraw it from Things of greater Con- 
cern; or leſt he ſhould die before they are 
adjuſted, and thence his Survivors ſhould 
be plagued with Quarrels and Law - Suits. 
And if he abounds with Riches, he ſhould 
earneſtly preſs and exhort him to Works of 
Charity, by Motives drawn from the laſt 

Day of Judgment, when this Argument wil! 

be particularly inſiſted upon, and our eternal 
Fate will be chiefly determined by the Ob- 
Keyes or Neglect of Mercy and Charity. 


Let it be obſerved; that the. Exhorta- - 
tions are not to be uſed all at one Time; as 
well becauſe this would tire the Patient, and 
becauſe he ought to vary his Counſels, as 
often as he viſits the Sick, left he ſhould 
always ſeem to ſpeak in the ſame Tone, and 
ſhould be condemned of Tgnorance by the 
Standers by, as if he had not Underſtand- 
. wh enough to vary his Diſcourſe. 


When 


LW 1 

When the Paſtor has ended his Prayer 
and Exhortation, let him kindly interro- 
gate the Patient concerning the State of 
his Body, and in a friendly Manner en- 
quire about the Medicines which he has 
uſed ; and if he has Skill in Phyſic, (unleſs 
the Phyſician be preſent) let him give his 


own Advice, for by theſe Means he will 


make himſelf more beloved. _ 
Finally, when the Miniſter is about to 
withdraw, he will exhort the Sick to medi- 
tate privately on thoſe Things he has heard 
from him, he will urge him to follow his 
"+ AGvICE, he will wiſh him Health, and 
pray to God to aſſiſt him with his Grace, 


that the ſick Man may be able and willing 


to behave himſelf ſuitable to his preſent 
Circumſtances. 


£11171, e ss I. 
The Paſtor will have an Eye to thoſe Adno- 
nilions which reſpect the Attendants of the 
Sick. 
Er is oftentimes expedient that the Evan- 
gelical Paſtor or Miniſter ſhould employ 


the Aſſiſtance of the ſick Man's Friends in 


promoting his eternal Salvation. For he 


will be able to do a good deal with him, 
if he can prevail upon thoſe to aſſiſt him 


i earneſt, who are nearly related to him 
EMS 329%: "MM Ri 
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by Blood or Fgendhip; and therefore, cal- 
ling them privately to him, 0 n addreſs 


them in this Manner: | 
« Þ praiſe and commend: you gen the 


great Care you take of your fick Friend. 
I beſeech you to add the Care of His Soul 


to that of his Body : for this is by far the 


more excellent Part, and deſerves the great- 
er Care. In this therefore be eſpecially 
diligent that his Mind may be ſound and 


. whole, - for by theſe Means you will beſt 
t, _ teſtify your Love, and do him the moſt 


ſignal Service. Take Care therefore in the 
fiſt Place, that his Mind be not diverted 
from ſerious Things, either by the imper- 


tinent Diſcourfes, or the unſeemly Beha- 


viour of thoſe who viſit him. 


| « Cheriſh and kindle as much as you 


can thoſe pious Thoughts, which I have 
excited in his Breaſt ; read to him, when 
convenient, plainly and diſtinctly, this or 


that Catalogue of Sins, and in the Courſe 


of Reading, dwell moſt and longeſt upon 
. thoſe Vices to which you have known, your 
1 1 to be moſt addicted, either by Na- 
ture or evil Habit. At other Times you 


obs May read Davip's Penitential Pfalms, or 
thoſe Page of Holy Seripture which you 


think will be moſt beneficial to him in his 


preſent. - 


—— 
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preſent Circumſtances. Read alſo to him 
I ſome particular Parts of any good Book 
which may be applicable to his own Caſe, 


F for I think that by fo doing you will be 
5 very ſerviceable to your Friend. I Will 
viſit him often, but fince I cannot be al- 
5 ways with him, it is your Daty to ſupply 
= my Place in adviſing and comforting him 
| in the Manner I have recommended. 
ce You will naturally expect the ſame 3 
Kindneſs from others if ever you ſhould bee 9 
ſeized with any dangerous Sickneſs which 1 
| threatens your Life. Whatſoever you would' 1 
| that. others ſhould do unto Jou, never _ 
„ grudge to do the ſame to them 1 
Thoſe who attend the Sick: thould be 4 
| alſo admoniſhed to check and moderate FAL 
their Grief, fince it is vain and uſeleſs; ang 
= is therefore contrary to right Reaſon, be- _ | [| 
| cauſe it does no real Good; that it will be 1 | | 
| alſo impious and diſpleafing to God if in- M 
dulged too far; that, howſoever God may LH 
forgive it when it ſteals upon us by Sur- A | 
prize; yet that exceſſive Grief can never FI 
hy be indulged without oppoſing the ſovereign 1108 
3 Authority of God. They ſhould be there- 1 
. fore admoniſhed to direct their beſt En= 4010 
deavouts to this End, that they may con- 2108 
3 wor! F2 e form 1 
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form and ſubmit their Wills in all Things | 


to the Divine Will. 

In order to prepare them the better a- 
gainſt the Death of their Friend, who 1s 
in apparent Danger, they ſhould be told 
further how fleeting and uncertain this 


preſent Life is, how baſe it is to refuſe 
that Lot which is common to all Men, and 
either to be averſe to their own Death, or 
greatly to lament that of others, ſince we 
were all born upon this Condition, to leave 
this World when God commands; that if 
our Friend whom we now bewail with un- 

profitable Sorrow ſhould go the common 

Way of Mankind, we ſhall all follow him 
ſoon, and remain together with him for 


ever, unleſs diſtin Manſions ſhall be af- 


ſigned to Us, upon Account of the Differ- 


ence of our Conduct and Behaviour here 


Below. 


Finally, they may be aſſured, that the 


beſt Love and trueſt Affection they can 


ſhew to thoſe who are dead, is by a faith- 
ful Diſcharge of thoſe Things which they 
leſt them to execute in their laſt Moments, 
rather than by idle Tears and uſeleſs Grief 


or Mourning: And if the Miniſter cannot 
by thoſe directions prevail upon the Attend- 


ants on the Sick either to baniſh Sorrow, 


or 


— a 
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or greatly lefſen it, yet let him admoniſh 
them, that at leaſt they ought to conceal 
their Grief in Preſence of the ſick Man, 
| leſt by unreaſonable Sorrow they ſhould di- 


ſturb his Mind, and thereby render him leſs 
capable of * the proper Care of his 
Soul. 


Moreover, he ſhould make ſtrict Eoqui- 


ry of thoſe who attend the Sick, of his 
Age, State of Life, Learning, Morals, and 
other Circumſtances, not known to him. 


For the Miniſter, having this previous In- 


formation, when he comes next to viſit the 
Sick, will be able to addreſs him more pro- 
perly, and in a Manner more ſuitable to : 
his particular Caſe. Let him aſk his Phy- 


fician likewiſe whether he thinks him near 


Death; and adviſe him, if he perceives a- 
ny. Symptoms of its Approach, not to con- 


ceal them from the ſick Perſon, or thoſe 
who attend him; leſt being deceived with 
the falſe Hope af Recovery, he ſhould foo- 
liſhly put off the neceſſary Carę of his Soul, 


and thoſe who attend ſhould be deficient in 
thoſe Offices, which 'tis their Duty to per- 


form to their Friend in his lait Extremity. 
If the ſick Patient (which often happens) 


| flvould, by a Phrenſy, or ſome ſhort Deli- 


rium, not be able to admit any Counſel or 


Advices | 
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Advice, let the Miniſter admoniſh the 
Friends preſent what he would have them 
ſay to him when he comes to his Senſes a- 
gain: Let him order them alſo to ſend for 


him as ſoon as ever they ſhall perceive that 
the ſick Perſon is capable of e 
wholſome Counſel or Advice. 


If the exceſſive Fondneſs and Tender- 
neſs of Friends and Relations ſhould hin- 
der the Sick from thinking on his ap- 
proaching End with Calmneſs and Com- 
poſure of Mind, and chearfully preparing 
himſelf to undergo the Shock; let the Mi- 


niſter adviſe thoſe who are obliged to at- 


tend him, that they would not ſuffer thoſe 
earthly Paſſions to be raiſed either by the 


unneceſſary Preſence of Wife or Children, 
or any other near and dear Relation; or 
1 415 unſeaſonable Mention of them: And 

ſuggeſt ſuch Reaſons to them as are 
proper to keep away the Relations, if they 


ſhould be too frequent in their Viſits, and 


too importunate to be admitted to ſec their 
geparting Friend. 


Gass 


What Rules the Paſtor ought to preſerie to 


o , 


thoſe who do not belong to his Flock. 


HE Miniſter of God's Word, the 
better he knows the Perſon he is to. 


viſit, 
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e 1 
viſit, will be able to addreſs him with the 


greater Propriety, and more ſeaſonably ap- 


ply thoſe Paſſages of Scripture which be- 
long to his Caſe. But he will ſometimes 
be obliged to viſit thoſe who are quite 
Strangers to him; and in this Caſe it is 
neceſſary he ſhould confine himſelf to Ge- 
nerals, and uſe ſome premeditated Form 
of Prayer, which may juſtly ſuit any Stran- 
ger, of any Condition, ſuch as we have 


mentioned above, under the firſt Claſs, or 


Head of Diſcourſe. ' 

If the Miniſter can fiſh out any Thing 
of his former Courſe of Life, by his 3 
ſwers, he will treat of thoſe in particular ; 
| he will commend the good Part of his Con- 
duct, and blame the vicious; and then he 


will inform him how culpable and noxious 


the latter was, and how diſpleaſing to God ; 


and will moreover acquaint him by what 
Means ſuch Behaviour may be guarded a- 


ok and prevented for the future. 
But if nothing can be collected from the 
'" Anſwers of the fick Perſon as to his former 


Wi of Life, the prudent Paſtor will make 


ſome Conjecture from his Age and Calling, 
ald the Place in which he lived when in 


* „Health for certain Vices are peculiar to 
every Age, State, and Climate. 


And I 
would 
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would adviſe the Miniſter to diſcourſe. par- 


ticularly of thoſe Vices to which he ſuſ- 
pects the Patient has been moſt prone and 


inclinable. 


He ought to ſignify to him, however, 


at the End of his Prayer, that he does not 
upbraid him with thoſe Sins which he men- 
tions, for he does not know whether he 
ever committed them; but he only men- 
tioned them to him, that he might aſſiſt 
him in recollecting his Faults ; and that it 


muſt be aſcribed to the good Providence of 


God, if, while he was acquainted with 


none that he could charge him with, he 


ſhould by theſe Means ſeaſonably recall any 


ſecret Sin to his Memory. 
The Miniſter ſhould then add, PIP it does | 
not much ſignify what Men think of him, 


provided, by making a fair and fincere 
Confeſſion of his Sins to God, and being 


truly beniten for them, he ſhall be conſi- 


dered as innocent in the Sight of God. 
Next, in order to give the ſick Perſon 


greater Aſſurance, and make him the more 
willing to reveal the ſecret Diſorders of 
his Mind as to a faithful Phyſician, it is 
the Miniſter's Duty to declare | poſitively, 
that he is bound by his Office both to con- 
Bb ceal whatever is committed to him, under 
Eli the 


68 

the Seal. of private: Confeſſion, and to af- 
ford him the beſt Counſel he can; nor is 
it of any Conſequence whether * Perſon 
be a Stranger or not, who aſks his Advice, 
ſince tis FI of One, who, by Virtue 

of his Office, is obliged to aſſiſt 2}, without 
Reſpect of Perſons, with his ſalutary & com- 
fortable Advice, who ſtand in Need of 1 it. 


Bur if the perſon viſited ſhall bee 
his ſecret Faults with more Reſerve than 
he ought, tho” the Miniſter has promiſed 
Secreſy and good Counſel, let him be ad- 
moniſhed to call in ſome other Miniſter of 
God's Word, on whom he imagines he may 
more ſafely depend. For the Paſtor, if by 
this Admonition he cannot get himſelf to 
be believed and truſted, will at leaſt re- 
move the Suſpicion, which elſe the fick 
Perſon might entertain of him, that he 
pries too cloſely into other Men's Affairs. 


As to other Things which may be Gaid 
to Strangers in the Courſe of his Viſitation, 
and what Prayers are to be offered up for 
them, every Miniſter who is employed in 
this important Duty may learn from his 
_ own Diſcretion, and the Rules laid down 

in n the md. Claſs of en. 
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1 V. * 


Relates 2 thoſe who are troubled in Mind. 


T7, ſometimes happens that the "408 


lical Paſtor has to do with thoſe who 


are perplexed with various Troubles and 
ö Anxieties, and when he is ſent for to a Per- 
ſon 1 in that ſad Condition, let him endea- 


vour in the firſt Place to diſcover the true 
and real Cauſes of this Anguiſh; and to 
this End let him urge the ſick Man to a 
particular Confeſſion of his Sins: Let him 


queſtion others concerning his paſt Life, 
and learn from his Attendants how he rea- 
bons and diſcourſes about Worldly Matters. 
From hence he may form juſt Sentiments, 
whether that Trouble of Mind ariſes from 


a Diſorder of the Brain, or Hurry of the 


Animal Spirits; or whether it may be aſ- 


cribed to a wounded or guilty ee eee * 
If it ariſes from the former Cauſe, let him 


admoniſh the ſick Man to call in the Help 
of the Phyſicians, for 'tis their Province to 


heal Diſorders of this Kind: He may then 


give him Hopes that he will ſoon return to 
his former Peace of Mind, if he re gularly 


obſerves the Preſcriptions of the Phyſlaians ; 


and he may then aſſure him, that God will 
hereafter paſs Sentence on him, not accor- 
ding to the depraved Conceptions of a ſick 

Man, 


= $4, 


Man, but ab rchng to his moral Conduct 
whilſt in Health and acting freely ; which 


can be no Secret to God, unto whom all 
Things are naked and open. 
He may, for the immediate Comfort of 


the dejected Man's Mind, and the Benefit 
of thoſe who are preſent, diſcourſe of the 


infinite Mercy of God; for Diſcourſes of 


this Sort, tho' they cannot heal the diſor- 
dered Brain, yet may calm the Affections, 


and compoſe them a little for the preſent. 


To the Forms of Prayers preſcribed in 


our Liturgy may be added others, diſcreet- 


ly applied to this preſent Caſe; for as to 


the ſhort Prayer in the Office of viſiting 


the Sick, which is to be addreſſed for thoſe 
who are troubled in Mind, it cannot be 
admitted here, nor can it be accommodated, 
_ unleſs to thoſe who are galled with a ſharp 


Senſe of their heinous Crimes. 

If that Torment of Mind ſhall flow ſoon 
the Conſciouſneſs of an ill-ſpent Life, then 
the Paſtor muſt enquire what thoſe Sins are 
which harraſs and trouble him ſo; for while 


they are concealed, no Remedies will bene- 
fit; the Grief may be ſooth'd, but Experi- 
ence ſhe ws us it cannot be entirely removed. 


When theſe Facts are known, we muſt 


uſe great Caution in adminiſtering Com- 
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fort. For it will do him more Good who 
has been a long Time devoted to Sin, or 


has committed ſome grievous Crime with 


his Eyes open, to have his Grief and Fear 


of Puniſhment increaſed, than to have it 
leſſened; and it will be profitable for ſuch 
an Offender to lie for ſome Time W 
the Smart of his own Conſcience. 


The Miniſter, therefore, if he is called 


1 to ſuch a Perſon, will exaggerate the 


Heinouſneſs of his Crimes, will relate the 
tremendous Threatnings of God denoun- 


ced againſt. impenitent Sinners, and thoſe 
eternal Puniſhments which await the Wick- 


ed in the other World; he will repreſent 
thoſe Things to the Offender in & 
Manner he can; but if he ſhall perceive 


any Signs of true Repentance, or is afraid 
the ſick Man will fall into Deſpair, he will 
not leave him before he has in ſome Mea- 


ſure revived his Hopes, by telling him the 


Mercy of God is infinite, and proving from 


the Scriptures, that God is able and wil- 


ling to pardon the greateſt Sinners, provi- 
ded they truly repent ; that Chriſt merited 
the Favour of God for ſuch, and hence- 
forth thoſe who forſake their Sins have no 


Reaſon to o fehr if hey Wen * Command- 


ments 
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ments of God, and faithfully walk accor- 


| ding to them. 


He who grieves much, and is greatly 


dejected or caſt down in his Mind, becauſe 


thro Human Frailty he has fallen into ſome 
leſſer Sins, ought to be comforted immedi- 


ately ; and to ſuch the Paſtor. will apply in 
this wiſe : That the Promiſes of Chriſt 


were freely made to us; that the Mercy 

of God, and the Merits of Chriſt, are faf. 
ficient to procure Remiſſion for Sins of the 
deepeſt Dye, much more for thoſe ſmall Ones 


which ſometimes inſeonſibiy attend the beft of 


Men.” He ought to-acquaint ſuch a One 
that God knows the Frailty of his Nature, 
nor does he expe him -to- attain that Per- 


fection in this Life, which the Bleſſed ob- 
tain in Heaven; that it is enough if he 


takes due Care to avoid the greater Crimes, 


and Ability, thoſe ſmaller Offences, as far as 
the Infirmity of his Nature will give Leave. 

I kge a certain Perſon, of a blameleſs 
Life, who, was ſtrangely afflicted becauſe 


Sins: With * pect to Perſons of this Stamp, 
when you viſit them, be ſure to acquaint 


them, that tho Grief is commendable, and : 


leads to Repentance, yet that is not abi 


utely | 


poſes, to the beſt of his Strength 


grieved ſufficiently for her 
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Lutely neceſſary to conſtitute a true Penitent; 3 
that a ſettled Hatred of Sin is ſufficient; 


that that ſenſible or paſſionate Grief de- 


pends upon the Temper and Habit of the 
Body, nor is it in every One's Power; that 
it is ſeldom raiſed by flight Offences; and 
that if the Want of ſo great a Degree of 
Sorrow is to be reckon'd amongſt our Miſ- 
carriages,” ſuch a One is not deficient on 
that Score, who is truly ſorry upon that 
very Account, becauſe 0 is not more reg 


for by Sins - 
The Troubles with" which gck Perſons 


are wont to wear out themſelves, often a- 
riſe from ſome falſe Notions 'of God, and 


therefore it is the Miniſter's Duty, when 


he attends any fick Perſon, in order to al- 


leviate and calm his troubled Mind, dili- 
gently to examine, whether he entertains 


right or wrong Notions of God, and his 
Attributes or Perfections; and if he ſhall 
diſcover that he is fallen into ſome danger- 
ous Error which diſcompoſes him, by any 


natural Defect in his Underſtanding, or a 


dad Education, or an incautious Reading | 


of Books ſtuffed with erroneous Opinions; 


then he ſhould teach him right Sentiments, 
and refer him to judicious Authors for ful- 


N Iaſtruction; for whilſt the fick Man 
hugs 


\ 
} 


18 


a his Error, the Paſtor cannot eaſily re- 


lieve or va r that Trouble of Mind, 15 
which ariſes from thence. 


The Paſtor ſhould earefully diſtinguiſ ſh 


between Deſpair, which is really a Sin, 
and that Want of Hope which may pro- 
perly be called Miſery. The former con- 
ines the infinite Mercy of God within t 


narrow Bounds, and alledges, not leſs i im- 
piouſly than unjuſtly, that it is out of the 


Power of God to pardon ſome Sins, and 


therefore tis no Wonder if it be reckoned 


5 by him who harbours. it in his laſt IIIneſs 


among thoſe heinous Sins which ſhall ne- 
ver be forgiven ; but as to the latter, fince 
it agrees with a true and juſt Acknowledg- 
ment of the Immenſity of the Divine Mer- 
ey; and they who labour under it do not 
imagine SK God cannot, but that he will 


not pardon their greater Crimes: And ſince 


they are ſo perſuaded, not that the Mercy 


of God is inſufficient to pardon any Sins of 


Mankind, but becauſe they think their 
Sins have render'd them incapable of Mer- 


cy; the State of ſuch Perſons: deſerves ra- 
ther our Pity than Blame. And as it is our 


Duty to explain the boundleſs Clemency 
of God to thoſe who are afflicted with the 


former Deſpair, ſo we muſt recommend 


that Philanthropy to the latter, 
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bw exhorts — to Repentance, and is 


willing | 
vation. Let bim remind them of : thoſe 
F ailings of 1 the: godly and pious, which are 
mentioned in Scripture, and let the Paſtor 


ſhew them, that he does not doubt but, if 


in earneſt ſet about true Repentance, 


they will hereafter obtain that Salvation 
which they now ſeem to deſpair of. 


As. to thoſe particular Cafes of Conſei- 


85 * which arè wont to diſturb the Minds 
of fick Perſons, the Determination of hem 
muſt be left to the Miniſter's Prudence and 
Diſcretion ; for ſince they ate numberleſs, 
no prudent Man wilf preſume or take upon 
him to give a Detall of them, much leſs to 


give Directions of a proper Application to 


each of them. But let the Paſtors care- 


fully remember theſe two Conſiderations, 


that in all doubtful Caſes they ought to 


follow. the ſafeſt Side; and where there are 


the leaſt and feweſt Inconveniencies: and 
having thoroughly weighed the Doubt and 


Serdplof! Conſcience, they ought firſt to 
conſult: the moſt approved Writers of Ca- 


ſuiſtical Divinity, <* ſueh as Brſhop: Sander- 
« ſors Prælections, Biſhop Tay 4k sDuctor 


% Dubitantium, e Sharp s Sermons 


« on Conſcience, Placete's Chiriſtian Gaſuiſt, 


to beſtow on them everlaſting Sal- 


1 57 J. 


ty. or 7 Rig Point of 3 nor 
ſhould they, be aſhamed to defer the Solu- 
tion or Fenn this Difficulty ſome little 


Time longer. For if any.: Paſtor ſhould 
miſtake in his Deciſion of 1 Point, ſuch 
a Reſolution will tend to the Hurt of the 


fick Patient, and to bie own. Shame and 


N . * & 


"ng y A 8 8 VI. RET, 
W bat Mer Boch o wif gabe 18 2 


100 begin % recover. 


— | HE Paſtor ſhould not lay aſide all 


* Care of the fick Perſon when he 
flir 1 to recover, but to the End, that 


the Vows he made in his dangerous Situa- 


tion may be more firmly rooted in his 
Mind; it is the Duty of a good Paſtor to 
refreſh his Memory as to thoſe Promiſes, 


and earneſtly inſtruct him, how indecent 


— 2 


and how langerous it is to violate his 


lig hted Faith to God, and how ungrate- 
Au it is, after ſo many and great Mer- 


cies received from God, to relapſe or fall 


back Again into thoſe Sins which ate ſo 2 
dious and offenſive to him. Let him re- 
mind him, upon this Occaſion, that God 


i can, Whenever he pleaſes, in- 
N 


flict 
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flict greater Evils than thoſe he has remo- 
ved; and that his Patience, when highly 
abuſed, is often turned into Anger, and 
therefore it is to be feared that ſomè heavy 1 
"Avenger behind may ſeverely puniſh him, . 


if he ſhould dare fall off from his Vows | 
Ii and Promiſes, and abuſe the Lenity and - 30 
ö | | For bearance of God. e ö 
; | | "of $48 
id y Let him therefore exhort the Penitetit to *\ Fs 


remember his holy Vows, and think of | 
them every Day, that he may often renew 2 
them, and continually implore or beg the 
Divine Grace, that he may effectually ful- 
fill them. And the Vitſitor or Miniſter 
ſhould not leave the ſick Man before he 
1 has obtained Leave of putting him in Mind 
; | | of thoſe Things, if he ſhall at any Time 
1 find him unmindful of them, and in Dan- I 
ger of falling back again ſhamefully into 4 
"thoſe former Ss which he had reſolved a- 
gainſt; for having got this Leave, he will 
[tf have it in his Power, whenever it is neceſ- 2. 
mecry, without any Offence, to uſe brotherly 
!! Correction or Reproof, (ſo uſeful to Mens 
4 Souls, and yet ſo unfaſhionable) and by a 
it  Teaſonable | ſe of 3 it to reſtore this wander- 
[ill Sheep into We right Way: Nor is any 
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ceptable, than that which is introduced with 

ſo much F riendſhip, and having the Per- 
ſon's previous Conſent for e ſuch an 
Aen. 


Let the Miniſter alſo ng 8 
the Perſon who is about to recover, that he 
would propoſe to himſelf a certain Scheme 
of Life, and fix certain ſtated Times for 

every Part of his Duty, for the Return of 

1 thoſe Seaſons will admoniſh him when each 
reſpective Duty muſt be done, and will 
ſtrongly incite him to a due Performance 

{ of them. For without propoſing ſome good 

vi End, we ſhall never perſevere ſtedfaſtly in 
| 


our Duty, or ever make any regular Pro- 
greſs in the Chriſtian Life. Therefore let 
the Paſtor admoniſh the recovering Perſon 
i that, for the Remainder of his Life, he 
4 would reſolve to follow ſome regular Me- I". 
| thod, as follows, viz. That early in the 1 


1 Morning he would heartily thank God that 
| he has eſcaped the Dangers of the Night, [| 
1 is preſerved in Safety to the preſent 1 
Day; that he would pray to God with all Ht 
=: Humility to protect him from all thoſe E- 1 
: - vils which may aſſault and hurt his Soul or 


LE his Body ; and that he would piouſly and 
| fincerely renew thoſe Vows of holy Living 


F 2 which [1 
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which he had formerly begun ; that he 
would ſeriouſly conſider with himſelf what. 
Things that Day are likely to promote or 
wound his Virtue, that he would reſolve 
to encourage the one and manfully avoid 


the other. And that upon every ordinary 


Day he would diligently follow the Works 
of bis Calling, and would carefully avoid 


thoſe Sins, w nech others are wont to com- 


mit, of the ſame Profeſſion; that he would 
be frequent in Prayer; and if througi a 
Multiplicity of Buſineſs he cannot conve- 


niently attend the Church on Holy Days, 


at leaſt that he will pour out his Soul in 
Ejaculations to God, that he would exer- 


ail the Works of Juftice and Mercy to the 


beſt of his Power. That when he is invi- 
ted to full and ſplendid Entertainments he 
would alway s keep himſelf within due 


Bounds of Temperance, and endeavour to 


ſuppreſs all lewd and vicious Thoughts, that 
he may place a ſtrict Guard over his Appe- 
tites, that they may not carry him over the 
Fences of Religion and Duty. That he 
would cloſe every Day with im artiall re- 


collecting what he has done well or 1 „gi⸗ 
ving God Thanks for the one, and ear 
neſtly wen gb his Pardon for the other ; 


and at Taft b Begging tt the Divine Protection 
| ""_ 
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againſt any Evils or Aſſaults in the Night, 
to the Hurt of his Soul or Body. That in 
every Week he would devote ſome parti- 


cular Day for Faſting, Prayer, or pious 
Meditations, and Self Examination into 


his paſt Life. That upon that Day at leaſt 


he may regard the Care of his Soul, and 
ſeverely examine his. paſt Life in the Bal- 
lance of Sanctity. That he would note his 
more grievous Sins, and the Occaſions of 


them, and write them in a Book, that they 


may not ſlip his Memory. That every 
Sunday he would frequent his own Pariſh 
Church, and would devoutly attend all the 


Holy Offices that are performed in the 


Houſe of God ; and when he returns from 
the public Aſſembly of the Faithful, he 


would avoid thoſe Relaxations or Amuſe- 


ments which may be a Hindrance to his 


own Piety, or give Offence to others. That 
he would devote the Remainder of the 


Lord's Day to Prayers, to reading the 
Scriptures, holy Meditations, uſeful Con- 
ferences, Inſtruction of his Children and 


Servants, and ſuch Kind of Duties. That 
he would adapt himſelf and conform to o- 


ther Feſtivals of the Church, and the pious 


Inſtitutions of his Superiors in the beſt 
Manner he can, and putting off all unne- 


ceſſary 


9 8 


e —— —— 


| ZE. 
cCeſſary Buſineſs to another Time, he a 
| would celebrate the Praiſes of God, eſpe- 
cially for thoſe Benefits which he can at 15 
that Time call to Mind, Both in public | 
and private, and would imitate the Virtus 
of thoſe in whoſe Memory the Church ap- 9 
pointed the Feſtival. And that upon Days | 
ſet apart for Faſting and public Humilis- 
tion, he would abate ſomewhat of his uſual = 49 
Pleaſures and Satisfactions, would confels |} 
his Unworthineſs, and deprecate with all | 
Humility thoſe Evils, which his r 
the Sins of the Public have moſt juſtly de- | 


ſerved. And, in a Word, that upon thoſe 1.0 
and all other Days of his Life, he would | 
remember to meditate on Death, Judg- .. "nl 


ment, and Heaven, and the Pains of Hell. 


CLASS VII. 


Treats of theſe whi are 7 bung, ab not ar- 
-1'* « raved to the State of Manhood. 


1. may often happen that the Miniſter i is 
1 fent for to thoſe who, on Account of 
their tender Age, are neither capable of 
Sin or Counſel; and though this Part of 1 
It his Office may ſeem needleſs and unprofit- 1 
NM able, yet, ſhould he be ſent for even to ſuch, | 
V1 oY 15 his Duty to attend them, leſt he ſhould 
| | offend 


— 
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offend thoſe Who beg his Aſſiſtance, or * 


reported to omit or liche his Duty, thro' 
Sloth or Negligence. ; And although in 
the Courſe. Tp viſiting ſuch young Perſons 
nothing more is required, than devoutly to 
read the public Prayers in the Liturgy, and 

to add ſuch other ſhort Forms as his Piety 
101 Prudence ſhall direct him, ſuitable to 


the Infant State of the Sick, 25 the 1 
cumſtances of his Parents; - and that he 


effectually comfort the Parents, and 
exhort them to bear calmly the Death of 
their Child, if he ſhould die, by telling 
them, that they may be aſſured of his eter- 
nal Salvation if he departed this Life before 
he had committed any actual Sin, that this 


ought to be reckoned amongſt. the greateſt 


Degrees of Happineſs, if any one capable 
and certain of future Bleſſedneſs is, by the 
Favour of God, removed from the Trou- 


bles of this Life, and thoſe numberleſs 


Dangers 1 which bring ſo much Grief to the 
Soul and Body, and «threaten then with 
"Deſtruction ; that it is moſt equitable and 
righteous that they ſhould, without mur- 
muring, reſtore the Child to the Lord who 
lent it, oer he demands it; that by 
e his Will they moſt. certainly i in- 


creaſe 
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Enquiry what Senſe the 


| | con mm "what has Shar in nag | 
Iwould abr him wo proceed ee 


Way. fic Book or few cal Fr Ein. 
young Man ecater- 
tans of future Concerns, aud relate to him 


another World, md of that es Free- 
dom and Immunity, from all thoſe 
which hurt the Health of the Soul 


and 
Body, which he ſhall enjoy after this 


ouſly, 


Life; of the beatific Vifon of God, and 


che moſt charming Society of Angels and | 
Saints, which he ſhall for ever enjoy in 


Heaven. If he ſhall diſcourſe of theſe and 
ſuch like Things copiouſly and perſpicu- 


n 
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ms | . edify the Gender wh 11 


alſo * ſick Youth himſelf; for by this 
Method, having removed thoſe Errors 
Which make Death too terrible, he will 


inculcate thoſe Truths upon the Child 
Which will calm his Mind for a Seaſon, 


and will leſſen the Fear of Death, if it 
does not alſo kindle a Deſire even of dy- 


ing. 2451 
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In ſuch a Caſe: he may, with a ſerious 
Air, addreſs or beſpeak him in this Man- 
ner: Do not, my Child, fear Death, for 
thoſe have no Need to fear it who depart 


innocent out of this Life ; it is indeed a 


dteadful and horrible Prelude to the Wick 


ed and Ungodly of thoſe Torments which 


a wait them in the other World, but to the 


Spotleſs and Undefiled it opens a Way to 


Joys ſo immenſe and boundleſs, that if 
they were clearly perceived and fully a 


3 by thee, they would call thy 
Soul immediately out of the Body, ſince 
no. Mortal could poſſibly bear the Splendor 
and Weight of them. Thy Soul, when it 
leaves the Priſon of thy Body, ſhall imme- 
diately return to God that created it, to 
whom thou art dearer than to thy Parents 


in * World 3 nor are they 9 of 
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that great and tender Love which our Hea- 


venly Father bears towards the Innocent 


and Good. Then thou ſhalt, enjoy the 
perpetual Preſence of God, than which no- 
thing can be more happy; and thou! ſhalt 
Baye Companions, not ſuch as thou haſt 
bere, who wear away Life in Vanity and 
ore and make thee, pleaſed: or joyful with 
their empty and fooliſh. Toys, but: Angels 
and Saints in Heaven, whoſe fervent Love 


and boundleſs Charity, whoſe exalted and 


ve Juſt Speculations which will be always open 
to thee, whoſe ardent Prayers to God, and 


ſincere Gratitude towards their greateſt e- 


nefactor, Will fil and chear thee with per- 
petual and endleſs Pleaſures; ſuch ar Eye 


hath not ſeen, nor Eur heard, nor bath it: 
ever enter ed into the, Heart, of: Mau io con- 


ceive them. Then, in an Inſtant, and with- 
cout any Labour, thou wilt obtain that Know- 


ledge, | which now many wear out their 


Boſlies with Watchings in the Purſuit of, 
and by too gloſe Application tire out and 


enervate their, Minds, Then thou wilt 
clearly ſee the ſtupendous Fabrick of the: 


? 


Univerſe, hitherto not; ſufficiently under 
ſtodd by 


4% 


any 


. £ 


ſee clearly the feal Cauſes of Things, and 


their Events, which have hitherto: eſcaped/ 
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mortal Man. Then thou wilt 
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dad; and then thou wilt greatly rejoice that {$1} 
thou art freed from © thoſe Errors, and the 1 
Perplexities about God's Providence which "1 

| have hitherto entangled” the T houghts = ih 

buſy and over- curious m 5 And When 

thou art ſurrounded with t hoſe'] Joys and 1 j} 
Comforts; thou wilt feel th hyſelf happier,” .,. 

7 than tis poſſible for thee to | e here in this 1 


Life, though every Thing ſhould accord to 1 
thy Wiſhes, though Favs wert the wiſeſt of = | 
| Men, though thou couldeſt obtain the high- 
| - _ eſt:Honours, and couldeſt ſecurely” ollen 


| - - and enjoy the greateſt Riches, and abound- 

iq edſt with the moſt envied Pleaſures of this 4 
1 World, and thefefore thou wouldeſt offer 1 
; thy beſt Thanks to God, and repay him 
g thy moſt ardent Love, that he has allowed 14 
| thee to-finiſh'thy Journey in a ſhort and | 


* happy Courſe, which thou knoweſt is long 
* and very troubleſome to others; that he 
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6 has made thee ſo ſoon Partaker of thoſe 
9 immenſe Pleaſures: nor ſhall thy Body be 
| detained long in the Grave from thoſe Joys 
| of therRighteous; for though it ſhall fleep . 
1 11 ſome Time i in the Earth, yet it ſhall certain- 


I y riſe again in God s own appointed Time, 
| not ſuch as we now ſee it, in Want of Food 
and Cloathing, Sleep and Medicine, Ob- 


he. G 2 noxious 
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noxious to many Diſorders and Caſualties 


from within and without, and ſubject to 


Corruption and Decay, but Glorious; and 
by the immenſe Favour of God, who ſhall 


raiſe it in his Time, freed ſatire" the Laws 
of dull. and: ſluggiſh Matter, void of all 


Want, free hay all Pain, and not liable 


to the Hazard of Death; then this glori“ 


fied Body ſhall be united to its Sou for e- 


ver, and e wholly enter into tlie Joy 


of thy Lord; then thy Eyes ſhall: enjoy e- 


3 Day, and ſhall behold the Light 
more clear. and bright than the Rays of the 


Sun; then you ſhall behold with your Eyes, 
amazingly ee and purified, the: 


ſtupendous Structure of the Heavens, and 
its amazing Beauties and Ornaments; and 


thou being thyſelf-.glorified, ſhalt behold: 
with Joy the glorious Bodies of thoſe who 


are raiſedefrom the Dead. Thou ſhalt fee,” 


likewiſe, the Saviour of the World him 
{elf (to whoſe unſpeakable Love all theſe” 
Joys are owing) = -behold him with a 


much more chearful Aſpect than you ever 
beheld any One of your beloved Com- 


Panions;... 'Yau will alſo ſee, never more to 
be ſeparated from you,: your Parents, and 


all thoſe. others you loved upen Earth, if 
| ed by a trus 1 in ie and fincere' 
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ble of the Joy 
moſt earpeſtly liſten to; the moſt.harmont-+ 
ous Sounds o $ | 

& unſpeakable Harmony of. what ſacred 


your Soul and Body will be perfected be- 
e yond 


| 
Repentance, have .made themſelves capa- 
of Heaven Then you will 


the . Heavenly. Choir, N and 


Aſſembly, you will . moſt. joyfplly- inoreaſe 
it, whilſt. you .jointly celebrate with-them 


— * 4 | Hat - , 6m 0 5 
the immenſe Gocdneß of God, the infinite 


Wiſdom, and boundleſs: Power, and his o- 
ther Attributes and Perfections, whilſt you 
reſo und. together with..them 4 the: Praiſes of 


the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, with. a 
grateful Soul, and à fweet Voice. My 


Child, from that happy Place every Thing 


is baniſhed, which. may diſturb your Quiet; 
or offend you, Bars >:In Heaven thou wilt 


not hear the confuſed Noiſe of Tumults, 


not the diſagreeable Clamours of Soldiers, 
not the diſmal Meſſengers of. Slaughters, 
not the indecent Wranglings of Combat- 
ants, not the prophane Voice of Blaſphe- 
mers, not the Lies and. bitter Seat of 


the Envious, nor the impertinent Triflings 
of Fools. Whatſoever is heard there, ſa- 
vours of Love and Gratitude, and will 


greatly promote your Happineſs. To ſpeak 


all in few Words, when you ſhall inhabit 
that happy Region, all the Faculties of 
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2 ſatisfied with Objects that iI never * 
7 yond you Wilkes: and will' be eternally 


2 Or We £ And 
tell de Man, 


that futurè happy one; an g if you. could 
chooſe for yourſelf, whether you would, 
not; without Delay, ', haſten to 85 d, rather 
than prolong this Life any * els. 1 
thereby bxpoſe yourſel to the Haz zard of 


8 n thoſe Joys! reſerꝰ di in Heaven for you. 2 


71 bly. 
Let the Minifter rkewif 8 fuck: young Perſon 


that 'he would conſtantly repeat thaſe Prayers or Deo 
tion: which he Tal, in 155 "Memory, and eſpecially 


the Lotd's Pra ayer, hien comprehends all 15 Peti- 


tions in a Kind a Table, or ;r ſrt Rien which it 
is our N to 6 er up to Gop, = 


5 r 


x 
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ow I would, have you 
whether you. would + 
not willingly" change this 191 efent Life for 
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TI ſhall noa p treat 95 rhe v Various ie Method Yew: 


Pes to be. uſed in bringing ſite Perſons 70 


4 Senſe, and, if . to a ha 2 on 


27 their Ky ms. 


LTHO 0 GH there, ts no {Conan 
of God whereby. any; one .is obliged 


7 to” reveal all 555 Sins to any Prieſt, which 


he Log ever 


5 cretly. committed, againſt God, 
is 


eighbour, or himſelf, yet it is neceſ- 


1 4 


8 fary, and warranted by Divine Command, 
that; every one ſhould, examine his own 


Conſcience, that he might the more tho- 
roughly. know. his hidden Faults, and ſub- 


mit them to A. fair Examination. And 


ſometimes it is convenient, and it is great- 
ly for the Intere ſt of every ſick Perſon that 


his ſhould diſcqve he and lay open the more 


ſecret Maladies 0 


ter. to 


page oul to ſome faithful 
Miniſt er, to be. weig 


OLE bo 47” 


cannot 


aa; Aire. e 


ed and examined by 
him. For there are many Caſes that occuf, 


in Wa he; who eautioully diſſembles then 
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72 1 
cannot pofſibly 15 any falutar Count 
from any one. But moſt People are ſo 


little diſpoſed towards this Juſt N nece fry 
fi 


Care of their Salvation, that you (ſeldom 
a Man who would willingly x 

Burthen of fairly examining * 
laying aſide a falſe Modeſty, would diſcloſe 
boſe Wounds of his Cofiſcience to the Pa- 


ſor, Wn muſk firſt be en befor Jad 
be healed. 8 


„ 


And 8 every Paſtor, = TR . 


_ Care of Souls; ought to Have great Pru- 
dence and. Diſcretion;- that” he' might lead 

dis Sort of Men to thoſc utiweleome Of- 
fices, that; whether' they. Will or no, they. 

might bring them to Confeflion'; and how 


ever the Sick may conceal” them, that he 


may get inowledge of their former Mo- 
rals, which Will be neceſſary for this Pur- 


ole, that he might edify them bye his.c wil 

Jounſel.. But in what Method the P 
ſuadliprocecd, that he might bring e . kek 
Perſon to a juſt Senſe Fe his Faults," and 
fiſh out: what he ought td Kkfow,. I auge 


eaſily determine. For" thoſe who"deſpile 


and have an Averſion to à due EN am eden 
of: their Conſcience; and indica) con 


14 
29 


dergo the 
imlelf, br, | 


capt —__ they ought to 
diſcover 


* 


b I! 
ever to others, they are acted by va 1 
rious Motives ; they can hardly be brought — *! 

to their Duty by the ſelf-ſame Method; a! 
nay, according to the various Motives —_—_— 
* which make an Impreſſion on their 20 
1 Minds, are to be differently treated, and i 
in this Manner be will e with the „ 
Pariſhioner. 


I. Let bim tey the Effect of more 4 
neral Exhortations, by which 1 adviſe eve- 3" 
ry ſick Perſon to be prompted to an accu- | Fl 

rate Examination of his paſt Life. kes "i 


16 


0 „Let the Viſitor uſe proper tee | 
68 unleſs he ſhall foreſee they will be 1 
to no Purpoſe, or he ſhall not by thoſe. 

mens make much 25 er 13952 4 

1 * Sick. 1 1 


3 Let 1 N treat more + Golly and oy — 
Hof the abſolute Neceſſity and Benefit of |} 
that Scrutiny and Examination he 3 | 
recommended, and —_ of the Avant: 
hem hope for from a free and 00 
n Chen wy his Faults : Then let 
him diſcourſe of the Imprudence, or rather * 
1 Madiieſs of thoſe, who'thro' Sloth, Fear, 
N | Ee or Fang” _ age are negligent 55 


in 
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in the performing wa enen oh uſe- 


ul Duties. f 


$ > Next, let hit enquire with he ut 
mot Diligence, what is the great Obſtacle 
that prevents the ſick Man, either from 
ſetioufl recollecting his paſt Life With 
himſelf, or from revealing his Faults to a 
Paſtor ke knows: will moſt certainly con- 


25 _ ceal them, and will give him the beſt Coun- 


ſel and Advice, and let him heartily en- 

deavour to remove that Impediment, be it 

what it will. For Inſtance, If the ſick 

Man therefore defers the Examination of 
his Life, becauſe he is indolent, and hates 

toe take any Pains, then the Paſtor muſt 
labéur with all his Might, to rouze him 

out of his Drowſineſs, and ſtir him up to 

Labour and Induſtry; and to this 85 
let him addreſs kim G — 1 


Vou knows my "Brother, that be did 
does not truly.repent cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of . and know aſſuredly, 
that he cannot exerciſe true Repentance, 

who has not accurately ſearched and exa- 
mined his own Conſcience: For he that is 


truly penitent, bewails his former Sins, 


will abhor and reſolve firmly againſt them, 
R will GEE inplare God's Pardon for 


them, 


. 
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them, and make Satisfaction for all Inju- 


ries, to the beſt of his Power, that he 


hath committed againſt any ; which he 


cannot well do, who is ſo far from weigh- 


ing the Heinouſneſs of his Sins, and the 


Puniſhments due to them, that not ha- 


ving yet ſearched his Conſcience, he does 
not know / what they are. Be ſure there- 
fore caſt off this baneful Sloth, and at 
length ftrenuouſly exert yourſelf to work 
out your Salvation with Fear and" Tremb- 
ling: Recollect, to the beſt of your Power, 


what you have ever done amiſs, and don't 


think much of your Labour, for it will be 
lighter than you expect it to be, and if it 
ſhould be heavier or greater, yet you ought 
to undergo it; and you will be enabled to 
bear it with an undaunted Reſolution, if, 


on this Side, you duly conſider that im- 
menſe Reward wherewith it will be for 


ever compenſated after this Life; and on 
the Other, ſeriouſly weigh thoſe infinite Pu- 


niſhments of Heil wherewith you will be 
eternally tormented, if you decline that La- 


bour through Sloth — Negligence. 


For what, I pray ot: Brother, would 
you think of that Perſon, who being doubt- 
ful of every other Way of enriching him- 


ſelf, FROGS therefore lay aſide the Relent, 
H 2 becauſe 
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auſe he is an Enemy to all Labour and 
k Sid po would. not you 9 ſuch a One an 
le Perſon? And would not you think 
ſuch a a One deſerved rather Blame than Pi- 1173 
ty, if you ſhould ſee him ſtruggling with «|| 
oor and Poverty ? „ Fi 
And unleſs you are a partial Judge bf 1 | 
1 hings, vou will bring a heavier Sen- | - M3 
| tence. againſt- yourſelf, if you ſleep over * 
3 Time in which you ought and can | 
work out your eternal Salvation; if by a- 
| puling the preſent Time to vain Thoughts, 
le 0 d a or 1 4 | Log | 


neee at enen rouze Yourſelf; Wer | 
manfully undertake this Work, whatſoever 
it is, and do not be afraid of : Succeſs, ' for 
Iwilk in great Meaſure leſſen it to you; 
for Jam ready, if you deſire it, either to. 
' rehearſe. to you ſome exact Catalogue of 
A or to repeat the Commandments, of 
God, and to reckon, up thoſe Vices which 
are F under OWE: of - them; e 
a | 


2 0 2 : . 
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ſhall do this with a willing Mind, not i 
that I may artfully extort or draw from 1 
you thoſe Secrets you would have conceal- Sill 

| > ed, but that I may be a friendly Monitor | 1 
All or Afliſtant to you, in recollecting your | 
Jl! Faults, that you may the more eafily come 


7 — — — _ 2 . 
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to the Knowledge of thoſe Sins which you 
ought to confeſs to Gd. 


| 
Then let the Miniſter prooged in what | 
* Way, he pleaſes, to mention all thoſe Sins? 
| by which we may violate both Tables of | 
| the Decalogue or ten Commandments, and 
eſpecially thoſe. ro which the ſick Perſon .. 
may be more prone, either by his Station 
of Life, or predominant Habit of Body or 
OST CIT L617 85 


If the ſick Perſon is therefore averſe to 
a ſerious Examination of his paſt Conduct, 
becauſe he is afraid, leſt the horrid Sight 
of his Deformities ſhould terrify him; then 
let the Miniſter acquaint him, that thoſe 
Forrots of the Mind, which he.believes 
| will follow ea due Recollection of his Faults, 
are much eaſier to be borne than thoſe 
Which Would elſe diſturb him for ever; ft 
* and that it is not the Part of a prudent 25 i 
N Man to expoſe himſelf to the latter to a- . 
void the former, And then let bim ring 
1 | - FRET 


52: 4 da ee - 
. * — 4 4 


by 3 — : : 
PPP RO e 
, N neee 8 


AAS” Ger 4 


— * 


—̃ — 
— . me 


PFF 


FI 2 - 


4 
1 - 
2 2 Ego ad .. 
„ — * N e 
D 
S 


re Ae OPER» town oo I 


178 J 
A addreſs him, If any ſkilful Phy ſician 
ſhould recommend to you a bitter Doſe of 
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Phyſick, whilſt yon were afflicted with a — 90 
dangerous Sickneſs, you would - eagerly | 
drink it, nor would you reject it, on acc. 


count of the diſagreeable Taſte it muſt of 
Courſe have, in order to promote yout 
Recovery: If you had received a dangetous 
Wound, you would willingly ſuffer it to be | 
opened, and even cut to the Quick, nor 
would you deſpiſe the Medical Hand which 
vou believe would give. Strength to your 
wounded Body, though the Application 
| maß be n and with 1 Pain.” | 


. 


10 5 End Abe es do you, on Ac 
count of their Bitterneſs, neglect and deſpiſe 
| thoſe Remedies by which your wounded 
Mind may be made Whole again, and your” 
wounded Conſcience be healed ?. Do you 
ſet a, leſs Value on the Health of your 
Soul than your Body? Do you think it can 
5 made Whole — — this Care? 
Certainly Miſtakes are dangerous on one 
Side as well as on the other; for the Soul 
is much more excellent chan the Body, and 
the Health of the one is far preferable to 
that of the other, nor can we entertain any 
SHY Reves of Sucopſhs unleſs we obſerve 
1 the 


- [59] 


the fore-mentioned Rules: Therefore, 
ſubmit your paſt Life to a diligent Exami- 

nation, and the Troubles you now ſo much 
dtrcad, as they muſt be gone thro' ſo they will 
de ſalatary, and at length when the Mind 
gains Strength, they will terminate in Reſt 


CS - 


and Serenity, which cannot elſe be ob- | 
_ tained; and when you have ſecured this, 3 
a Reflection on [thoſe Troubles will afford 1 
Yu no {mall wage N and Satisfaction. ang; 1 
Next kt the Miniſter ole. the Litany, . 1 
and! in the Courſe of his viſiting the Sick, 1 


he may inſert, according to the ſick Man's 
Caſe, Petitions againſt leſs; common Vices, 9 
if he ſhall ink it bk and g - on 
"4 for the Sick. i} 
Almoſt every beck perſon can, 155 we 
innocent Methods, be brought 85 _. 
Searching of his Conſeience, nor can it be 1 
conceived; but being thus treated, he fhall 
be ſenlible of his own Guilt, and at leaſt 
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acknowledge to himfelf, if he has ever. 4 
committed what all Perfons hold to be L| 
criminal, and which no one was ever guil- it 
of without ſome Reluctance and Strug- if 
gie of Mind, ſuch as Perjury, or Falle- |} 
| Swearing, Murder, ANY; Robbery, and | .Y | 
other ſuch heinous Sins. Paws F 
19 And n 


1 

And as to thoſt Crimes. which Men 
commit daily, and without Scruple, which 
are commonly 
ſmall 8 ſuch as are confined to the 
Mind, as Anger, Pride, Envy, and all un- 
righteous Thoughts; and alſo the Hurt of 
our Neighbour, as te his Character, when 
we fpeak thoſe Truths of him which _” 
ſtice neither demands, nor Charity 
quires: And next thoſe leſſer Erands: 
which we may ſee almoſt every where in 
| buying and ſelling of Goods, the terhpting. 

People to Drunkenneſs or any other Vice; 

a frequent Neglect of publio Prayers and 


the Sacrament; the Omiffion of Works | f 


Charity the: Delay of- making jet Reſti- 


tution, and, to ſpeak all in a Word, moſt 


Sins of Omiſſion. And as to theſe, he 
will neceſſarily be ſenſible of his Guilt, un- 


der this 3 ra if he has at any Time 


committed them, but; per haps-will not ac- 
knowledge 7 biebataſog guilty. For as 
he always S held ſuch Practices to be la -w- 


ful; he will not be Tally induced to oon 
feſs hem to be Sins. I Hare hun on YER 


* 
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any Ground of Suſpicion that the ſiek Man 


rſted ſhall entertain enable Wings 


to be none, or very 


þ 


| 1 { 81 1 
3 of a good. part of his Conduct, and not wa 
EE A to be ſinful which in Fact is fo, 
it. will then become him to treat peculiarly | 
of chat Crime, and ſhew its Malignity : 
| And to. this, End, he will point out thoſe 
Places of Scripture wherein: this Vice is 
expreſfly or indirectly prohibited and for- 
| bidden, and inform him, that this is brand- 
| ed as worthy. of eternal Damnation in the 
Judgment af all Divines, and if he thinks 
otherwise iſe, his corrupt Affections are the 
Cauſe of it. He ſhould obſerve, that it wil!!! 
not, profit him at God's Tribunal, to ſay, i 
that þ e thoug ht that to be lawful, becauſe 1 
many 2 — 4 it without Scruple, or be- 
auſe it l not forbidden by any Human 
11 his tremendous: Judge will ſay, 
and 18 _ Conſcience will bear Witneſs, 
that God gave him a Law, and that his 
| Manners. — to be directed by it, and 
not by the Examples, of men, ,or any Hu- 
3 1 at it will be imputed _ him 
2 Crime that he was fo ignorant of the 
of, God, nor will affected ignorance 
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confeis his F aults, which oughe to be re- { 
= | 1 | vealed, i! 
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Jos, et proper So may be admi- LE” 
niſtred to him, the Miniſter muſt enquire 


the Reaſons why he wilt not diſcover *em; | 
whetherhe is aſham'd to confeſs that which „ 

he did not bluſh to commit, or is afraid | 
leſt the Minifter, out of Maliee or fooliſh SY 


Lenity, ſhould diſcover thoſe Things to | 
others, or elſe, leſt the Paſtor, if he could DN 
know' his more fecret Crimes, ſhould en- * 
tertain a bad Opinion of him? If a falſe 13 
Shame ſhould reſtrain him from ſpeaking | 
what a true Modeſty could not hinder from | 
acting, then the Paſtor will accoſt bim! in 
this Munger : IRR 1 a ah 5 


3 
3 4 


WF FU) «5 Pf boy T9008 G PLATT 
Vou od not OY back wes to ; Geber N l 
uy ſcandalous Diſeaſes t to à faithful Phyſi- 
cian if you ſhould conſult him about the i 
Health of your Body. If any One ſhould | 
bring an Action againſt you, or you ſhould —**. 
roſe: cute another, you would by no means 
conceal what would ferve your Cauſe from 
:- the Lawyer, on whoſe Skill and Judgment 
1 you rely; nay, unleſs you were very impru- 
| dent, vou would voluntarily ſhow him all | 
_ thoſe Faults or Defects which you 1 | 
x perceive in your Cauſe : And Why ſbo! 2 1 
| you not diſcover the hidden Vices of 
| Mind to him whom you defire to ednfole 
28 


4" 'q 
1 63 * 1 
as the Phyſician of your Soul ; he will! 
4 certainly pity your Calamity; he. will not, : | 
Ri: laugh at or trifle: with you; he will teach 1 
| you how to waſh away your Sins, and con- | 
q ceal them from the Knowledge of Scorn- 1 
ers; he will not make you bluſh by open- Vp 
| = ly;publiſhing to others what you Dave, ab- #| 
| ue fooliſhly done. n | 
Yi "it 8 ſick Man ſhould be 13 leſt . N 1 
+2 WE Seer, ſhould diſcover the Secrets en- ; 
| truſted with him, and therefore does. not = 
| care to own. his Faults, in that Caſe let 
| the Miniſter addreſs him thus : — « You | 
| have no Reaſon, Brother, to be afraid that 1 
* I ſhall diſcover thoſe Things to others, 9 
| which 1 have heard in the Courſe of your j 
Confeſſion, for no Entreaty or Bribe ſhall ' 
5 ever tempt me to do that, for I ſhould. 5 
4 deſerve to be puniſh'd with an ignominious : 
| * Death, if I ſhould betray thoſe Secrets þ 
| committed to me, if they were of ſuch a | 
Nature as I might conceal them without a 
Sin to myſelf: And I ſay this not with a 
View to. extort or force any Secret from 
you, nor do I deſire you to tell me what 
you are willing ſhould be concealed; but 
that you reveal to ſome other Perſon, whom. 


TOR can place better Confidence in, thoſe 
: 13 ö Particulars 


\ 


juftly expe Ir 
ſhould edify and profit you, unleſs he tho-' 
ronghly knows: the t true Fog or Ae 


who is truly forry: 


- rr — . ¶ ᷣ —— ESR * 
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„ 
Particiilars, which it will be abſolutely for 


your Intereſt ſhould be known to him, who 
is to give you ghoſtly Advice and Counſel. 


Choole what Confidante you pleaſe; but as 
a Friend let me adviſe you not to conceal 
thoſe Things from him, which unleſs he 


ktiows he can do you no Good by his Ad- 


vice; for in vain you hope fot falutaryRe- 


medics from aPhyſician who does not know 


the Difeaſe you labour under, nor can you. 
any Counſel from your Paftor 


or Soul. * 


en biens 20 2) ond cle 


IF che fick Perot mas an Wind to 


make a juſt Confeſſion of his Sins, for Fear 
left by his own- voluntary Confeſſion he 


ſhould appear mean in the Eyes or Eſteem 
of his Paſtor 


ſes bie Sins, he wilt afford a onger Proof 


of his Repetitines, and ke i 1s rlcköned a it | b 


were mnocent in th Eyes of the World, 
at he ever finned * But 
ih Viſtor wal add, that he does not ad- 


1 viſe 


then let him 1407 to him, we. 
has no Reidl to fear that; nay, rather! 
he may be aſſured that he and all others 
ſhall therefore think better of him, for the 
more particularly and willin gly he confef- 


1 85 1 


viſe him to confeſs to him, or e all 
his Offences, but only that he would con- 
feſs to ſome Prieſt whom he likes, fach Par- 


ticulars as ought to be known, that he m 


ive him proper Advice; as to the others, 


that it will be ſufficient 3p he ſhall confeſs 


them in private to God, and for the future 
moſt carefully {hun and avoid them. And 
a8 by this private Confeffion which is made 
to God, and by a careful avoiding of thoſe 
Sins, every dinner may be reſtored to God's 
Favour; fo by theſe Means he may moſt 
certainly gain the Love of his Paſte Mead 
ſecure” his gc | 

willingly” confeſs his more ſecret Sins 94 
bim, and ſerioufly promiſe Reformation; 


d Efteem, if he fhatk 


nay, if he ſhall fulfil his Promiſes, and ſhall 


truly amend his Life, that his Miniſter will 


rejoice more over him, and think better of 


him than if he had never finned. For as 


there will be more Joy in Heaven over one 


Sinner that Repenteth, than over Ninety- 
and-nine juſt Perſons which need no Re- 


pentance; fo upon Earth, at leaſt amongſt 
all fincere and well "Jiſpofed Men, and t! 
pious Cy rates of Souls, there will be more 


Joy over one Sinner „ humbly confeſſing his 


Sins, than over a vaſt Number of the Nach- | 
teous, who are not obliged to diſcover their 
more ſecret Crimes. If 
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If the fick Perſon ſhall remain inflexible,, 
and cannot be prevailed, on by. the above 
Arguments to confeſs any Thing, which 
he ought to do to receive ſatisfactory Con- 
ſel, chen let the Miniſter. addreſs: him 
thus: — There are ſome Crimes, my. 
Brother, which cannot be diſcovered to a- 
ay. one without Hazard, becauſe no, One. 
has a Right to conceal thoſe, however he 


comes to the Knowledge of them, ſuch as 


Murder, Treaſon, .and whatever Others, 


which ought to be made public for the 


Good of the Commonwealth: Nor do 1 
perſuade you (for no one is, obliged: to be- 
tray himſelf) that you ſhould raſhly throw 
yourſelf into Danger, by confeſſing thoſe 
Crimes to me, or any other Perſon, if you 


ſtand guilty of them. Vet I adviſe you as 


to theſe or any other Faults, which thro”. 
a falſe Modeſty or unjuſt Fear you are re- 


ſtrained from a fair and open Confeſſion of, 


that you would ſignify thoſe to ſome pru+ 


1 


dent Guide of Souls, under the Character 


of ſome third or indifferent Perſon; and 


then you may (diligently, N of him 
what a Man that is guilty of tt 


| | of them. muſt do 
to; Be, faved. You may by, Letters, by con- 
cealing your Name, and without any Fear 
of Dilgrace, or Danger of Puniſhment, | 


* 
— Sy ** 


— 


7 A 
(| 


. 


charge his. Duty: And ; 
1 11 7 — know, ob hi i Advice he 


ET 
propoſe the State of your Soul to be weigh- 
ed and conſidered by any one, and requeſt 
fuch wholeſome Advice as he ſhall be plea- 


ſed to give. Or, if you muſt treat by 


Word of Mouth, becauſe 2 5 5 Weak- 


LS :t.4 $5 


He Erie 19 19 will bo your beſt En- h 


ze that he may diſ- 


eavours whilſt you 
to this End you 


> 4 


but | He cannot, 


"a Defign,or . . you 15 
thoſe Crimes, ſince he is not privy to 
them; nor can he diſcover them to others, 

to your Diſgrace, or notable Prejudice or 
Injury. For ſuch a Miniſter would deſer- 
vedly expoſe himſelf to the Deriſion of all, 


and be branded and 9 with a juſt 
_ 
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Counſel, * viz. | in perſuading them to 


them to do ſome pious, charitable Works, 
_ as'4_neceflary Evidence and Fruit of theit 
Faith, at that Time'efpecially, to the Pars 


dicthe it is to all fick Souls; what trength, 
© n Joy, 4nd: Peace, it adminiſters againſt 


1 66 


 Mark/of- Imprivience and: Uataihfulpeſs 


5 e tting a wrong Conſtruction on the 
2 42g of his Patient from his own 
t Sulp icion, he ſhould make it his Bu- | 
1 hure hi in any Reſpect Whatever. TT 


The pibus Mr. Hansrer thus as — 
himſelf in his Priet to tb Temple, Pagt 
65. — Beſides in his eng ths Sick, or 6. 
cherwiſe afflicted, he foloweth the Church's 


particular Confeffion, Tabea to make 
them underſtand the great good Uſe of this 


antient and pious Ordinance, and how ne- 


ceſſary it is in ſome Cafes. He alſo urgeth 


ticipation of the Holy Sacrament, thewing 
them how comfortable and ſovereign a Me- 


5 75 een in Deach itſelf, He 
|  intimateth allthis to 
ted; or fi k Perſon, that ſo the 
Hun zer and Thirſt after it may come ra- 


ther Fr im themſelves, Mech _ nee | 
ao e 1 2 80 5 
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+ Ver efter. his Sudden Death. _ 
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The next contains. f200 . Falk. of a 
_. dreſſing. the Sick, by the Rev. Dr. Bexz- 
-» DICT, ScroGGs, found among ſt bis Pa- 


4 


| 70 JU know, my Brother, ow Nebel- 
ſäary it is for Penitents at all Times, 


And e peclaly in their laſt Moments, to re- 


collect all their paſt Sins to the beſt of 

their Power, and confeſs them before God; 
for as no Man ſins in general, fo no One 
 reperits of his Sins in general, and there- 


fore it will be in vain to hope that 14 0 


erthrow or root out this great 
Sins with one ſingle Mp of; Sorrow. Be. 
[peta whatever Criminal ſtands indicted 1 in a 
Cn of Judicature, it muſt be for parti- 
cular F acts by him committed; nor can 
y good Action be maintained againſt him, 
without ſpecifying the Offence ; therefore 
erect, a Tribunal in thy own 'Conſeience, and 
preſs 11 A the 100 . 7 0 cb th bs 
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- 80g after. thou * done all this, 


1 90 1 * 
One great "RES, and if thou judgeſt thy⸗ 
ſelf in this Manner, the Scriptures ſay, 
thou ſhalt not be bo or Kone pane nero by 
_ God hereafter. © 


But that you may 3 a Coricern 
: of this Importance in a right Manner, you 
ought to uſe ſome Method to refreſh your 
Memory, that no Sins, at leaſt the more 
' Heinous ones, ma 7 efcape your Notice. It 


is eaſy for a ſick Man to call to his 


membrance the Ten Commandments in 
general, and conſider the Sum and Sub- 
| «gs of what they command or forbid, 

and apply his ow] particular Caſe or Con- 
W to: them. „ i SAGE e un 


442 xt 4 


1 But, my Chriſtian i  whihevet ; 
thou ſhalt find thyſelf guilty of any 
Crime, which I preſume will be often the 
Caſe, weigh and conſider. it dreſſed up in 
all thoſe hideous Circumſtances, which are 
wont to aggravate the Guilt of it; as for 
Inſtance, that thou haſt committed it con- : 
trary to the Dictates of thy Conſcience; 


that thou haſt committed it ” hobgh forti· 
d by Divine Grace, and haſt committed 


this Crime, unmindful of the Divine Cle- 
2 þ mency towards thee,. and quite 9 | 


eaſt any 
of 


1 97 5 


A y. Faults ſhould lie hid from thee, I 
w 8 wouldeſt carefully and N 
ename theſe three Sorts of Sins. | ; 


| Firſt of all, thoſe Sins which are Weider 
of to thy Profeffioh and Way of Life, in which 
it is probable thou buen fall or tranſgreſs 
oftner than in others. And I would often 
dq the ſame myſelf, if it pleaſes God my 
Life ſhould be in Danger, and would par- 
ticularly enquire wherein I had ever {Pai 
_ deficient, either through Negligence or 
Want of Care, or any Guile or Fraud in 
: diſcharging . n as a MO; a the 


. 
1 8 11 eng thoſe Points, 1 1 hea 


have you obſerve, with particular Care, 
what Sins may ariſe from your particular 
Temper of Body, or natural Conſtitution. 
F or when Nature itſelf ſtirs up the Paſſions, 
it is no Wonder if we commit all Unclean- 
neſs with 'Greedipefs, TOTS. 


Ves ought i in the next Place to exa- 
5 1 into thoſe Sins with particular Care, 


which you have contracted by the Society 


of bad Men, or Contagion of the World; 
| For: _ hence are derived moſt of our E- 
TR Fo yils, 


the 


1 92 „ 
vile; . all e in this World 


and the next. 


"ES 


Theſe, my 5 Chan are "the* necelfiuy 
Admonitions I thought to give thee, that 


when I make my next Viſit thou mayeſt 
profitably receive the Abſolution of the 

Church, and the Holy Sacrament; in the 
mean Time if any Difficulty occurs, Which 
may beget Scruples in thy Mind, or any 


tormenting Thoughts, of 7 you want my 


Counſel or Advice in any other Matter, 1 2 5 
am ready now to do my Duty towards you, 


the Salvation of For: 


> Soul to the beſt of my Power. 


Vou will, pardon me, my Friend, and 


attribute it to the Nature of the P aſtoral 


Office and Care, if I ſeem to inſiſt upon 


more e Terms than uſual, than either 
nt Times admit, or you perhaps 


migh texpect from me: F or it is the natural 


Uahappineſs of Mankind in general always 


to be partial and too favourable to themſelves 


and Actions, whether good or had. Ma- 

ny are Flatterets of Waben but alb of them: | 

X ſelves,” Wes $743 4 37 11 18 * 41H 74 

But this Misfortune mügdt be fornewhas' 3 

more tolerable in the Meridian of Life, a- 
midſt Rioting and Mirth; but now. 6 
when 


r ͤ — „ „ „ „„ _ 


and remember that you muſt ſhortly give Þ 
a ſeyere Ac. yz" "ll 


by the Divine Sentence who hath ſpent his 


or Vigour in his Service, nor that the im- 
menſe Rewards of Heaven are to be ob- 


that any one will always live in the Pre- 
like him in Holineſs and Goodneſs. But 


thou, my good Friend, canſt acquire this 
Perfection only by a grave and ſincere Rea 


ing to de well. 


'riſe'of Ven the Sick; which. contains. 


if 


1 * "4% | 5 * 
cc . en 37.” HE. . 
when you are juſt expiring, almoſt in the 
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laſt Agonies of Death, What great Hazard 
it wohld be to your Soul, ſhould' either 1 
att e yourſelf, you will 
ly" ſatisfied” if you but refle& that 
Eternity depends upon this ſingle Moment, 
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now, therefore, that before the awful 
nal of God, he will not be abfolved 


$4 — 
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3 


Life tareleflly and idly, without any Zeal 


tained with a little Pains and Labour, nor 


ſence of God, who, as Chᷣriſt fays, is not 


= : 


pentance, a thorough: Change of the Heart 
and Life, a Ceaſing to do Evil, and learn» 


f 


Here ends this excellent and pious Trea- 


and People, to furniſh their Minds with 
hae wholeſome 


M6 at Ie i Ox LEE 
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- mhollome. Th 
mder all Ge e de and com- 
| ort. their dejected Minds; an acquaint 
1 how to be at, Peace 1 with God and 
1 Lk be. wie and happy for a 


ever. dee 
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* Aid! to pn any Deßetts in "the Perks 


f F Treatiſe, I aal here | ubjoin a few Z 
x 


tracts from two eminent We, pious Bi- 


ſhops of our own;Church, the very learn- + 
ed Dr. In RE MY TAYLOR, and laborious = 
and vigilant Dr. Buxvzr.— mp 7. aylor 

32188. thi 


* Ae 10 bis re in V Uuning / 


Bie Miniſter ought * be r in 
Viſiting all the ſick and afflicted Perſons 1 


his Pariſh, ever remembering, that as the 


Prieſt's 8 Lips are to preſerve Knowledge, ſo. 


Pin his Duty to adminiſter n in * 


me of N eed,. 
A Miniſter ang not 1 un he i is gt | 


- ſaß but of his own Accord and Care go to 
them, to examine them, to exhort them 


to, perfect: their Repentance, to ſtrengthen 


their Faith, to encourage their Patience, | 
ta perſuade them to Reſignation, to the 
Renewing of their Hey Vows, to the 


„ 90 | Love 


ughts ts and Wasted Adyice, 


: / 1 
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Love of God, to be reconciled to their 
Neighbours, to make Reſtitution and A- 
mends, to confeſs their Sins, to ſettle their 
Eſtate, to provide for their Charges, to do 


Acts of Piety and Charity, and, above all 


Things, that they take Care they do not 
ſin towards the End of their Lives; for if 


Repentance on our Death-Bed ſeem ſo very 


late for the Sins of our Life, what Time 


t 


will be left to repent us of the Sins we 
commit on our Death - Bed. When you 
comfort the Afflicted, endeavour to bring 
them to the true Love of God; for he that 
ſerves God for God's Sake, it is almoſt im- 
poſſible he ſhould be oppreſſed with Sor- 
Next, in anſwering the Caſes | of Con- 
ſcience of the ſick or afflicted People, con- 
| ſider not who aſks, but what he aſks, and 
conſult in your Anſwers more with the E- 


* J . 
r 
. 3 * 


ſtate of his Soul than the Conveniency of 
his Eſtate; for no Flattery is fo fatal as 


that of the Phyſician or the Divine. Then 
if the fick Perſon enquires concerning the 

final Eſtate of his Soul, he is to be repro- 
ved rather. than anſwered; he is to be cal- 

1 led uf on to finiſh his Duty, to do all the 
Good hie can in that Seaſon,” to pray for 


Pardon 


— 
Has —— ,,, 
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| In order to \theſs and man aher 8004 


f Purpoſes, every Miniſte1 r bug t frequent! . 
to converſe with his Pariſhioners; to 80 to 
their Houſes, but always publickly, With 
Witneſs and with Pruden e, leſt What is 

: charitably intended be Tear dalouſly teport⸗ 
ed; and in all your 880 erſati (nk 8 ſore 


to give good Example, an e bes: bor 


—— of the Paſtoral Care, Page 172, 173, 
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Pardon and Acceptance, but ops have nor 
ching to do to meddle with paſſing. ing 
Sentences; neither caſt, him down in De- 
pair, not raiſe him up'to;yvain, and unrea- 
ſonable Confidences; but take Care Wit he 
be not cartel diſmiſſed.” | Hach e 


* 


* 


* 


fions give good Counſel. - eff 5, 
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Biſhop Bu RN ET, in bis e 


_ ORF expreſſes: his Sentiments 


8 ; on this Head. 1 ir} (224.0 . 6 . FE; #$ 5 1 182 \ 
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One of the chief Parts of th, We Fette, 


Gate is, the Viſiting the Sick, 155 to be 
done barely when one is ſent for 3 he is to 


go as ſdon he hey that any of his Flock 


be. are ill (though this i is not very kene 95 
He ia not to {atisfy. himſelf in going * 
| when deſired; ke ought. to inform # en 


£44 3 18 


2; | 1 a 
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1 
of their Courſe of Life, and of the Tem- 
per of their Mind, that ſo he may apply 
himſelf to them accordingly. If they are 


inſenſible, he ought to awaken them with 


the Terrors of God, the Judgment, and 


the Wrath to come. He muſt endeavour 


to make them ſenſible of their Sins, parti- 


'  eularly of that which runs through moſt 
Men's Lives, their forgetting and negle&- 


ing God and his Service, and their ſetting! 
their Hearts ſo inordinately upon the World. 
He muſt ſet them on to examine their 
Dealings, and make them ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider, that they can expect no Mercy from 
God, unleſs they reſtore whatſoever they 


may have got unjuſtly from any other, by 


any manner of Way, even tho' their Title 


_ were confirmed by Law. He is to lay any 


other Sins to their Charge that he has Rea- 


ſon to ſuſpect them guilty of, and muſt 


preſs them all to ſuch Acts of Repentance | 


as they are then capable of. If they have 


been Men of a bad Courſe of Life, he muſt 
iye them no Encouragement to hope much 


from this Death - Bed Repentance; yet he 
is to ſet them to implore the Mercies of 
God in Chrift Feſus, and to do all they can 

to obtain his Favour. But unleſs the Sick 

neſs has been of a long Continuance, and 


that 


. 
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and Piety, have been very extraordinary WM 
during the Courſe of it, he muſt be ſure to 4 
give him no poſitive Ground of Hope, but 
ig him to the Mercies of God. For there -4| 
cannot be a greater Treachery to Souls _ 
that is more fatal and more pernicious than 
the giving quick and eaſy Hopes upon fo | 
ſhort, fo forced, and fo imperfect a Re- , 
pentance : It not only makes thoſe Perſons 
periſh ſecurely themſelves, but it leads all = | 
about them to Deſtruction, when they fee 
one, of whoſe bad Lyfe and late Repentance | 
they have been the Witneſſes, put ſo ſoon ä 
in Hopes; nay, by ſome unfaithful Guides, 
made ſiere of Salvation: This muſt make 


C 


them go on very ſecure in their Sins, when 
= they fee how finall a Meaſure of Repent- 
| ance ſets all right at laſt. All the Order 
and Juſtice of a Nation would be preſently 
_ diffolved, ſhould the Howlings of Crim 
nals," and > their. Promifes of Amendment 1 
Work on Furtes, Judges, or Princes. So | 
tie Hopes that are given to Death-Bed Pe- | 
nitents muſt be a moſt effectual Means to g 
| root out the Senſe of Religion of the Minds 
. of all that ſee it; and therefore, though 1 
no dying Man is to be driven to Deſpair, #4 
Aud left ta die obſtinate in his Sins, yet, if 
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we love the Souls of our People, if we ſet 


. 


gg 1] 


a due Value on the Blood of Chrift, if we 
are touched with any Senſe of the Honour 
or Intereſt of Religion, we muſt not ſay 
any Thing that may encourage others who 


are but too apt of themſelves to put all off 


to the laſt hour, we can give them no 


Hopes from the Nature of the Goſpel Co- 
venant ; yet, after all, the beſt Thing a 


dying Man can do is to repent ; if he reco- 
Vers, that may be the Seed and Beginning 
of a new Life, and a new Nature in him; 


nor do we know the Meaſure of the Riches 
of God's Grace and Mercy, how far he may 
think fit to exert it beyond the Conditions 
and Promiſes of the New Covenant, at leaſt 
to the leſſening of ſuch Perſon's Miſery in a- 


nother State. We are ſure he is not within 


the New Covenant; and ſince he has not 


repented according to the Tenor of it, we 
dare not, unleſs we betray our Commiſſion, 


give any Hopes beyond 1t. But one of the 


chief Cares of a Miniſter about the Sick 
- ought to be to exact or require of them 
folemn Vows and Promiſes of a Renovati- 
on of Life, in caſe God ſhall raiſe them. 
up again. And theſe ought to be demand- 


ed not only in general Words, but if they 


have been guilty of any ſcandalous Diſor- 


to ders, 
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E wers, or any other ill Practices, there ought 


to be ſpecial Promiſes made with relation 


to'thoſe, and upon the Recovery of ſuch 


Perſons, their Miniſter ought to put them 


in Mind of their Engagements, and uſe all 


the due Freedom of Admonitions and Re- 


proof upon their breaking looſe from them. 
In ſuch a Caſe they ought to leave a terri- 
ble Denunciation of the Judgments of God 


upon them, and fo at leaſt they acquit 


themſelves. But the moſt the Clergy can 


do in theſe Caſes, is to encourage them to 
doithe beſt they can in their ' preſent ſick 


and languid Condition, and to exhort them 


to Sincerity in their Vows and Promiſes; 
and with the greateſt Humility of Mind, 
and moſt earneſt Supplications, to implore 


the infinite Mercy of God upon their Souls. 
The great Biſhop STILLINGFLEET ſays; 
he is afraid there are too many who think 
they need look after no more than what 
qualifies them for the Pulpit ; but if we 
would do our Duty as we ought, we muſt _ 
enquire into and be able to refolve Caſes of 
Conſcience. For the Prieſts Lips ſbould 
Eeep this Kind of Knawledge, and bs People 
” ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth ; for be is 
the: Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. —Theſe 


are * chief Ads es i we may ſecure 


/ 


Reſpect | 
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Reſpect and Efteem for the Miniſtry, wall 
do Good to the Souls of Men as well as 


our own, Let us all reſolve, endeavour, 


and take due Care to follow SF. Paul's ex- 


cellent Advice to 7. mot by. - — Let no Man 
deſpiſe thy Youth, but be thou an Exams 


ple of the Believers in Word, in Conver- 
ſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in 
Purity. Meditate upon theſe Things, give 
thyſelf wholly to them, that thy Yofiting 
may. appear 5 all. Take Heed unto thy- 
ſelf, and to thy Doctrine, continue in them, 


for in doing this thou ſhalt both ſave thy= _ 
ſelf and them that hear thee.— May we 


have Grace to conſider and practice what 


has been ſaid, and the Lord give us. Un- 


deritanding in all W 
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1 4 FR Prayer for a TT Pay 4 
"vs. HS the Point of Departure, HARA 


Almighty God, with whom do live ww. 1 
. the Spirits of j juſt Men made pertect, — 
ö 1 _ after they are dei tres from their carthly 
F Priſons; we humbly commend the Soul of 
in this thy Servant, our. dear Brother, into 5 
I: | thy Hands, as into the Hands of a faith- 25 
ful Creator, and moſt merciful Saviour: 1 
iſ moſt humbly beſeeching thee, that it may a 
be precious in thy Sight. Waſh it, we 1 
pray thee, in the Blood of that immaculate 
Lamb, that was ſlain to take away the Sins 
of the World; that whatſoever Defilements 5 
it may have bortiadtcd in the midſt of this 
miſerable and naughty World, through the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, or the Wiles of Satan, 
being purged and done away, it may be 
preſented pure, and without ſpot before 
thee. And teach us, who ſurvive, in this, 
and other like, daily Spectacles of Morta- 
lity, to ſee how frail and uncertain our own 
Condition is; and ſo to number our Days, | 
that we may ſeriouſly apply our Hearts to 
that holy and heavenly Wiſdom, whilſt Bi 
we live here, which may in the End bring 
us to Life everlaſting, through the Merits 
olf Jeſus Chriſt * only Son our Lord. 
Annen. "oF Prayer 


1 103 ] 
C. A Pray er for a fick Perſon, when there 
1 2 5 but ſmall Hope of Recovery. 


Father of Mercies, and God of al 
Comfort, our only Help in time of 


Need; we fly unto thee for Succour in 
| behalf of this thy Servant, here lying un- 


der thy Hand in great Weakneſs of Body. 


Look graciouſly upon him, O Lord; and the 
more the outward Man decayeth, ſtrength- 
en Bim, we beſeech thee, fo much the 
more continually with thy Grace and holy 
Spirit in the inner Man. Give him unfeign⸗ 
ed Repentance for all the Errors of hi Life 


paſt, and ſtedfaſt Faith in thy Son Jeſus; 


that 5 Sins may be done away by thy 
Mercy, and his Pardon fealed in even 


before he go hence, and be no more ſeen. 
We know, O Lord, that there is no Word 
impoſſible with thee; and that if thou wilt, 


thou canſt even yet raiſe him up, and grant 
im a longer Continuance amongſt us. Vet 

foraſmuch, as in all appearance the Time 
of his Diſſolution draweth near; ſo fit and 
prepare him, we beſeech thee, againſt the 
Hour of Death, that after 2 Departure 
hence in Peace, and in thy Favour, ur 
Soul may be received into thine everlaſting. 


Kingdom ds the Merits and Media- 
| | Media- 


tion of Je Chriſt, dine, only Son, 0 

Lord and Saviour. Ann. 
1 A Prayer which may be uſed * whet, the Sick 
_ Perſon ſhews Signs of true, Penitence. 5 


| 2 Moſt merciful Bod. who, according 
0 to the Multitude of thy Mercies, 
doſt ſo put away the Sins of thoſe who, 
truly repent,, that thou remembreſt them 

no a open thine Eye of Mercy upon 
this thy Servant, who moſt, earneſtly deſi- 
— Figs ad and Forgiveneſs. .. Renew in 
Lim (moſt loving Father) whatſoever hath. 
been decayed by the Fraud and Malice of 
the Devil, or by hig own carnal Will and 
Frailneſs; preſerve and continue this ſick 
Member in the Vanity of the Church; 
conſider is 9 gk accept hit Tears, 
aſſwage bs Pain, as ſhall ſeem to thee moſt 
| expedient for Him. And foraſmuch as he 

| putteth hs full Truſt only. in, thy Mercy, 5 

impute not unto im his former Sins, but 
ſtrengthen him with thy bleſſed. Spirit; and 
when thou art pleaſed to take him hence, 

; take him into thy Favour, through the Me- 
rits of thy moſt dearly-heloved Son F 
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